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The Richaeſs and Glory of the Grace and 


Spirit of the Goſpel, as ſet forth in Scrip- 5 
ture by this Term, The Water of Ee: 


p dere chere ern cen cen c cn cee - t-tu , . — . | 


By JOHN ee 


waren n- gran, gies CHEESY 222 


Hh vie i bet him take the Water of 155 
freely, Rev. xxii. 17. 


5 — — — | 


LONDON 


Sold by D. Barren, 2 Davuirs 
e and W. Buxxrr. 


M Dec LXEIX. 


* Fe 
1 
+ 3 


ce 


- — * 
> g . 9 5 * 
\ * "= © | 
7 * — — 4 i - . 
As a : 
LOS * 
. : — , 
a 5 
L : ' 4 , 2 
4 : . x * 9 ; 6 oy — £ : . 
— 1 4 , — + _ 
* - * * 1 - 
* « 5 ” , $ — 1 2 „ a - o 3. = > > = ©” 4 7 
- ; "2 
* , ? : 2 . * 


Is * % 7 
Ti © 7 © xy : F &5 1 + * 92 481 


| Courtcous Mad a5 3 {port 


| Have now ; preſented thee with er 
- thing of a diſcourſe of the water of 
life and its virtues, therefore thou 


mayeſt, if thou wilt, call this book, . 
Bunyan' s Bill of his maſter s water of 


life. True, 1 haye pot ſet forth af 
large the excellent nature and quality 
thereof, nor can that SO be done by 


the pen or tongue of men or angels. 


Lek, this I have faid, and * ſay ing, ſaid 
fb LY e 


4 6: 4 

truly,that whoſoever ſhall drink of this 
Water, ſhall find it in him a well of 
ſpringing vp in him to everlaſting life, 
as men in their bills, for conviction to 
try of the perſons cured and the diſea- 


ſes that have been removed. by.liquars 


for that end, ſo could I, were it not 


berleſs tumbers th at have not only been 
; made to live, but to live for ever, by 
"WM drinking of this water, this pure water 
of life. Many of them indeed are re- 
moved from hence, and live where. 
they cannot be fpoken with as yet, 
but abundance of them do ſtill re- 


with —_— 7 


By holy writ. 


water; and not only ſo, but a well 


readers, do give an account to the coun- 


and preparations that have been made 


already & done by an infallible pen to 
my hand, give you accounts of num- 


2 * 
"CC A 
; 
+ ww 
* 


main here, and have their abode yet | 


i 005; 3 


$% 


E#3 
Only, if thou would'ſt drink itz 


| drink it by itſelf, and that thou mayeſt 
not be deceived by that which is coun- 


terfeit, know ĩt is as it comes from the 


hand of our Lord, without mixture, 


* 


{ thyſelf; or as thou art bidden, come to 
the waters and there thou fhalt be ſure 
to have that which is right and good, 


thee well, let thy difeaſe or trouble, or 
pain, or malady, be what it will. For 
the price, care not for that, *tis cheap 


Fa Benn 4 1 - 
* Rev. ii. 6. . 


pure and clear as eryſtal. F know 
there are many mountebanks in the 
world, and every of them pretend they _ 
. bave this water to ſell. But my advice 
,, that thou go directly to the throne 


and that which will certainly make 


| enough, this is to be had without mo-- 
© - ney or price. I will give, ſaith God 
p and che Lamb, * to him that is n 

— 


. * HH 

of the fountain of the er of life 
a freely. Hence he ſays again, + whoſs- 
ever will let him him take the water of 
life freely; ſo that thou haſt no ground 
to keep back becauſe of thy poverty: 
nay, for the poor it is prepared, and, 
ſet open, to the poor it is offered, che 
poor and py Fe: have it of free 
colt. þ. / 

But let it pot be- Lighted wes it 
is: offered to thee, upon terms ſo full; 


_ fo free. For thou art ſick, and ſick 
unto death if thou drinkeſt not of it, 
nor is there any other than this that 


[ _ catheal thee, and make thee well. Fare- 
5 wel. The Lord be thy pbyfician ; 


E 


80 prays thy Friend, 


John Bunyan, 


Rev. xxii. 17. by Ia. xli. 17. 18. 
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: | L Rev. xxii I. 5 1 

4 400 1 freed me a ure river fi water of h 14. 
ear as cryſtal, proceeding « out © ou _ 1 Y 

'F 1 and bs _ 

5 Heſe 8 on; of, ps del. 

4 cription that * one of the ſeven 


= which had the ſeven, vials full 

of the ſeven laſt plagues, gave unto 

John of the new. | Jerulalem, or of the 
IM ver. 9. „ 


10 The Water of Life. 
ate of that Loſpet, chüreh that fflaſt Wh 
ig che latter days. MWherefore be faith 
bf <andlitwed te) "HE" the angel fitew- 
.* me it. 8 
In the text. we have cheſe things to 
conſider 1 
ie Matter, Gehl r . 
the text, and that i is, the water of life. 
He ſhewed me the Water of life. 

II. We have, alſo hege the antity 
of this Water ſhewed td him, d that 
is, under the notion of a river he new 
ed me a river of water of life. _ 
III. He ſhews Him allo the head, or 
welkpring from e this river 

. of water % life pres and chat is. 
© the throne of God,? and 10f the Lamb. 

6. He ſhewed me a river of water bf life, 
I proceeding out bf? the ehrone of r 
and et the Lamb.“ . 
IV. We have alſo here the nature 
5 26 quality of this water, tis pure, tis 
eleat as cryſtal. And he ſhewed me 


The Water of iLife; 1 
4 {pure river gf pater- of life, clear 


as cryſtal, Proceeding. out of Fb | 


*-throge: of God, and pf the Lamb.“ 


„We will begin. with-the firlt of theſe, | 


ty wit, with the matter, the ſubjeR mate. 
ter ofthe text, which is, the water of”-; 
life, ..: Theſe words, (water of life) aye 
zetaphorical, or wards: by Which a 
Ys anolt! exgelleat is. preſented: to, 
apd amplified: jbefpre / our “faces: and 
that hing is the ;ſpirit- of grace, the 
{pirit aud gracept God. And the vorda, 
Water ct life, aye words moſt apt to pre- 
lent it to us by; for, what's more, free 
thay ten ave} what ore benieſal, 
; 2g More. deſirable. than life? There- 
fore, 1 Jay ut is compared to, or called, 
the water of life. He cer Ps „ 
Welter of life. 5 
That it is the or of grace, ; onthe | 


* ke. Conider, , © W's ooh 4 ov 
Bj - ©" 
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5 2025 The Water of Life. 


"Firſt, the ſpirit bf grace is in other. 
pures compared to water: and. ts 


at! life. Juſt as here it is preſented d un- 


1. The ſpirit of grace 1s compared to 


9 him, ſhall never thirſt. But the wa- 
© ter that 1 ſhall give him, ſhall be i in 
him a well of water ſpringing up in- 
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of Bamaria wanted, altho! ſhe was ig- 
norant of her want, as alſo of the ex- 
cellency thereof? which water alfo 1 is 
. here ſaid to be fuch as will ſpring. vp 
in them that have it, as 2 IR into, . 
verlaſting —T 

Again, in the laft day, that great day 


—— OY 


f N 2 » 6— 
P 
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* 5 ing, 
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Secondly, it is alſo called the int - 
to us, he ſhewed me the water of life. 


water. § Whoſdever, faith the Lamb, 
© drinketh-of the water that I ſhall give 


to everlaſting life“ What can here 
| by water be intended, but the ſpirit of. 
| grace, that this poor harlot the woman | 


b — : 
OY 7 
249 #452 8 = 


of the feaſt, Jeſus ſtood and cried fay- : 


* © believe in him ſhould receive. 


ing, & if any man thirſt let him come 


that ſhould in the latter days be pour- 


and Zechariah, the ſpirit of grace. 


; © thy ſeed, and my bleſſing upon 


7 be Water of Lis = 3 


* unto me and drink.“ But of what? 
why, of his rivers of living waters. But 
what are they? why, he anſwers, © this 
* he ſpake of the ſpirit, which they that 


| Yea, the prophets and ſervants of 
God in the old teſtament, did take this 
water of life for the ſpirit of grace 


ed out into the church. Hence Iſaiah 
calls water God's ſpirit, and bleſſing, 


11 will pour water upon him that 
is thirſty, and floods upon the dry 
ground. I will pour my ſpirit upon 


6 thy offspring.” Aud Zecharias faith, . 


Y « $ will pour upon the houſe of Da- 


vid, and upon the inhabitants of jeru- | 


« ſalem, the ſpirit of grace and ſuppli- 
; * cation, and they ſhall mourn, &c.“ 


Behold, 


* John vii. 37% 4 39. | 
+ Ifa. xliv. EP ; 1 Zech. zii. 10. 


14 The Water of Life. 


Behold, in all theſe places the ſpirit of 
grace is intended, and for our better 
underſtanding, it 18 compared to wa- 
ter, to a well of water, to ſprings of | 
water, and to floods of Water. 
2. It is alſo called the ſpirit of life. 
1. More cloſely. , 
2. More-openly. * 58 
Pirſt, more cloſely, where it is called 
living water, that living water, and: 
© water bringing up to everlaſting 
life. | 
Secondly, then more openly or ex- 
preſly, it is called the ſpirit of life. 
And after three days and half, the 
« ſpirit of life from God entered into 
c them, and they ſtood upon their 
+ feet,” * k 
From hence tete drr [ conclude, 
that by theſe terms, water of life, is 
. meant 


* 


l John iv. 10. 11, 14. chap vii, 38. 
* Rev. xi. 11. 


The Water of Life. 2 +. 
meant. the ſpirit of grace, or the ſpirit | 


and grace of the goſpel. And the terms 
are ſuch as are moſt apt to ſet forth the 
ſpirit and grace of the goſpel by. For, 
3 Firſt, by this term WAI E R, an 
oppoſition to fin is pretented unto us. 
Sin 1s compared. to water, to deadly 
1 waters, and man is ſaid to drink it, as 
one that drinketh waters. How much 
more abominable and filthy is man, 
Which drinketh iniquity like water?“ 
ſo then that grace and the ſpirit of 
grace is compared to water, it is to 
ſhew pyphat an antidote grace is againſt 
WM la; it is as I may call it, counter-poi- 
ſon to it. It is that only thing by the | 
virtue of which fin can be forgiven, 
4 vanquiſhed and overcome. 
\ ' Secondly, by this term W A T E R, 
I you have an oppoſition alſo to the curſe 
chat f is due to ſin, preſented unto you. 
B 2 | The 


{| John xv. 16. 


16 The Water of Life 


The curſe 1s compared to water, the 
remedy is compared to water. Let 
* the curſe come into the bowels of the 
* damned,” || faith the pſalmiſt, like wa- 
ter. The grace of God alſo, as you 
ſee, 18 compared to water. The curſe 4 
is burning, water is cooling; the curſe | 
doth burn with hell-fire, cooling is by 
the grace of the holy goſpcl ; but they 
that over-ſtand the day of grace, ſhall } 
not obtain to cool their tongues ſo 
much of this water as will hang on the 
. of ones finger. | 
. Thirdly, water is alſo ofa © ſpread- 
ing nature, and ſo is ſin; Þ wherefore 
fin may, for this, alſo be compared to 


water. It over-ſpreads the whole man, 


and infects every member ; it covereth 
all as doth water. Grace for this cauſe 
may be alſo compared to water, for 


that it is * a ſpreading nature, and can, 
* 


| J Phat cix. 18. 8 
1 Luke xvi. 24, 25. 


The Water of Life = 


if God will, cover the face of the whole 
earth ; ; of body and ſoul, . 0" 
-* Fourthly, ſin is of a foulinp; defi- 
ing nature, and grace is of a waſhing, 
cleanfing nature: therefore grace and 
the ſpirit of grace is compared to wa- 
1 ter. I will, ſays God, ſprinkle clean 
Water upon you (my ſpirit, ver. 27.) 
err ye ſhall be clean, and from all 

« your filthineſs, and from all your idols 
„will I cleanſe you” * = . 

Fifthly, water: the, element of wa- 
ter, naturally deſcends to, and abides 
in low places, in valleys aud places 
Z' which are undermeſt: and the grace 
of God, and the fpirit of grace, is of 
MF that nature alſo; the hills and lofty | 


# mountains, have not the rivers rün- 
7 ning over the tops of them: no, tho' 
VF they _ run "I them: * 39 but 


„ they 


F Ezek. xxxvi. „ | 
|| Pro. iii. 34. Jam. iv. 6. 


18 The Water of Life. 
they run among the vallics : © and God 
reſiſteth the proud, but giveth: Se 


to the humble, to the lowly.” 12 2 
Sixthly, the grace of God is compared 


to water, for that it is it which cauſeth; 


fruitfulneſs, water cauſes fruitfulneſs, 
want of water is the cauſe of barrea- 
neſs, and this is the reaſon why the 
whole world is ſo empty of fruit to 
God - ward, even becauſe ſo few of the 
children of men have the ſpirit of ge 
in their hearts. But, 


Secondly, 2s there is a Conia] Gonir: 


cation i in this term (water, ) ſo there is 
alſo in this term (Life:) water of Life. 
He ſhewed me the water of life. In 
that therefore there is added to this 


word (water) that, of (life) it is, in the: 


general, to ſhew what excellent virtue 


and operation there is in this water, Ie 


1 — vitæ, water of life, or water that 
hath 


S 1 Pet. 1. . . 


The Water of Life. 19 


hath 2 health and life i in ie. And this 
term ſhews us, | 
Firſt; * that the world of: arcs cleſs 
men are dead: 7 dead' in treſpaſſes 
and fins. Dead, that is, without life 
and motion God - ward, in the way of 
the teſtament of his Son. 
f Secondiy, it alſo ſhews us, chat 
FX © there is not any thing in the world, 
© or in the doctrine of the world, the 
* law, that can make them live.” Life 
| is only in this water, Death is in all o- 
ther things. The law, I ſay, which is 
A that that would if any thing in the 
whole world, give life unto the world, 
but that yet Killeth, condemneth, and 
was added that the offence might 
nA abound: wherefore there is no life, ei- 
Þ ther in the world, or in the doctrine 
of the world: *tis only in this water, 


» ö 
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CY 


J John v. 21, 25, Epbeſ ji. 1. Coloſ. ii 13. | 
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20 The Mater of Life. E 


;0.this grace of God, which: is here:cal- 
led the water of life, or Oö 4% 0 


uit. " 4 4 


S 3283 f g. 
! = 


J 


Thirdly, It is. ; alſo. called hs water 


J ile to ſheyr, « that by the grace of 


God wen may live, how dead ſoever 
their ſins have made them. When God 


will ſay to a ſinner, live; tho? he be 
dead iu big fins, : he ſhall live.” When 


c thou waſt in thy blood, I ſaid unto 


| thee, tive; yea; when thou waſt in 


* thy;bload,/Þ ſaid, live. And again, 4 


the dead {hall hear the voice of the 


Son of, nt. 0 they that hear, "al 


live. [| »# 


; $44" - 3 


That is; 5 550 Aelintaks a of 
grace, and mixeth thoſe words with 
the ſpirit and grace of the goſpel, then 
men ſhall live: for ſuch words, ſo at- 


tended, and ſuch words only, are irie 


i 


1 Ezek. XVI. 8, 
1d John v. Yor" 


OY _ 


and 


The Water of Life. 21 


and life. The words that I ſpeale un- 
„to you, faith Chriſt, they are . 
* and they are life,” 
Fourthly, i in that this grace of God 
is here preſented unto us under the 
terms of water of life, it is to ſhew, 
that ſome are fick of that diſeaſe, that 
nothing can cure but that. There are 
many diſeaſes in the world, an; there 
are alſo remedies for thoſe diſcaſes : but 
there is a diſeaſe that nothing will, can 
or ſhall cure, but a dram of this bot · 
# <« tle, a draught of this aqua 0:12; this 
Vater of life. This is intimated by the 
invitation; let him take the water of 
life freely. + And again, I will give 
© to him that is athirſt of the fountain 
of the water of life freely, * This is 
ſpoken to the ſick, to them that are 


heck 
4 Joha vi. 63. 
T Rev. xxi, 6. chap. 22. 1 
Y Mark. li. 17. - 


* 
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ſick 9 -that: diſcaſactbat only Chriſt as 
aha with 3 of life, can 
cure. 
But few are ack W diſeaſe, "I 
few know; what it is to be made ſick of 
this Gifcsſe. Therelis nothing can make 
ſick of this diſeaſe, but the law and ſin, 
and nothing can cure but the grace of 
God by the W e here the wa- 
ter of life. 11 
We come now to ;difcouirſe a: the 
ſecond thing with which we are pre- 
lented. by the text: and that is, the 
„quantity that there is, of this water 
. of life., It is a river. e ſhewed me 
river of water of life.” Waters that 
are. cordial, and that have in them a fa- 
culty to give life to them that want it, 
and to maintain life where it is, are 
rare, and ſcarce, and to be found only 
in cloſe places, and little quantities; 
but here you ſee there is abundance, a 


great deal, a 1iver, A river of water of 
| life. 


* * 
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life. In my was this e [ 
will ſhew you, 2964 8 


Firſt, What a a river of water of. life 


8 this is:“ n ane 


Sccondly, _ god At bone in 
« ferences therefrom . 7 01 


1. What a river this i is; ; this river of 


water of life. trazed ee e bm 


1. Jt is a deep river. It i is a river that 


is not Mallow, but deep, with an, 0 
the depth! I will, make their waters 
1 deep, ſaith God. And again, They 


have drunk of the deep waters.“ A 


— 


river of water of life, is much; but a 


deep river, is more. Why, ſoul- ſick ſin- 


ner, lin-lick ſinner, thou that art ſick 
af that diſcaſe that nothing can cure 


but a portion of this river of the wa- 
ter of lite: here is a river for thee; a 
deep river for thee. Thoſe that at firſt 
are couung to God by Chriſt for life 
are 


Ezck. Xx il. 14. chap. 34. 18. 


—— 
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are of nothing 10 inquiſitive, as of whe- 
ther there is grace enough in him to 
ſave them. But for their comfort, oy 
is abundance, abundance of grace: 
river, a deep river of the water of life 
for them to drink of. 55 


2. As this river is deep, © fo it is wide | 


and broad. Wherefore 2s thou art to 
| know the depth, that is, that it is 
6 deep: ſo thou art to know its breadth, 
that is, that it is broad. * It is broad- 
er than the ſea: a river that canuot 
be paſſed over. Never did man yet 


go from one ſide of this river to the 
other, when the waters indeed were 
riſen; and now they are riſen, even 
now they proceed out of the throne of 
God and of the Lamb too. Hence this 
grace is called the © unſearchable riches 
—_ - | Chriſt,” t Sinner, fick-finner, what 

8 | * 


q Ephel: fi. 18. Job. zl. 9. 
* Ezek. xlvii. 5. 4 Epheſ. iii. 8. 
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ſayeſt. 1 to this? n thou 


wade, wouldſt thou ſwim? ? here thou 
mayeſt wade, here thou mayeſt ſwim, 


tis deep, yet fordable at brit entrance. 


And when thou thinkeſt that thou | 1 


haſt gone thorough and thorough it, 
yet turn again and try once more, and- 
thou ſhalt find it deeper than hell, and 
a river that cannot be paſſed over. If 


thou canſt ſwim, here thou mayeſt rowl 
up and down, as the fiſhes do in the 


ſea, Nor needſt thou fear warn. 
in this river: it will bear thee up, and” 


g carry thee over the higheſt hills, as. 
Noah's waters did carry the ark. But, 
3. As this river of water of life is 
full of waters. A river may be deep. 
and not full. A river may be broad 


deep and large: ſo tis a river that is 


and not deep. Ay, but here is a river 
deep, and broad , and full too. Thou 
watereſt it; thou' ariuly enricheſt it 
with. the river of God which 1 is full of 


+ | water. 


of 
- _ 


+ Ezek. xlvi, 5. Plal. cxlyii. 18. f Joel. iii. 18. 
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water. * Full of grace and truth. 
Fill the water - pots, ſaith Ckriſt, (up 
to the brim.) The waters of .a full 


cup the wicked ſhall have, and a river. 


full of the water of life, is provided 


for who indeed has a deſire thereto. - 


4. As this river is deep, broad, aud 
full, ſo it ſtill aboundeth with water. f 
The waters, ſays the prophet, were 


riſen. Hence the Holy Gioſt faith, 
God cauſeth the waters to flow: and 


again, and it ſhall come to paſs in that 


day (the day of the goſpel) that the 


mountains ſhall drop with new wine, 
and the Bills ſhall flow with milk, aud 
all the rivers of Judah ſhall flow with 
waters, and a fountain ſhall come forth 
of the houſe of the Lord, and ſhall 
water the valley of Shittim, R When 

E 
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4 


2 river Gown, it has more water than 
its banks can bound; it has water. 
Behold, he ſmote the rock that the 
waters guihed out, and the ſtreams 


overflowed. + 


Ihhis river of water of life, which | 
is alſo fignified by theſe waters, is a 


river that abounds, and that over tows 


its banks in an infinite and uidpealt-: 
able manner. Thus much for the river, 
to wit, what a river of water of life it 
is. It is a river deep, broad, full and a- 
bounding with this water, with tilis 


ſpikit and grace of the goſpel. . 
Secondly, now | ſhall . draw 
ſome. inferences from it, that is from 


this term, a river. 4 Wr of water 


of life. SD AE J | 12 | | 4 N 
Firſt then, a river is water that is 


common, common in the ſtreams, tho? 
C 2 ot therways 
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otherways in the head; This river pro- 
ceeds out of the throne, and fo, as to 
Its riſe, *tis ſpecial; *tis alſo called the 


water of life; and as it is ſuch, *tis 
ſpecial; but as it is a river, tis com- 


(mon, and of common uſe, and for 


common good. Hence the grace of 


God is called, the common ſalvation, 


+ for that by the word there is no re- 
ftraint, no denial. to, or forbidding of 


any that will from receiving thereof. 


And whoſoever will, let him take 


the water of life freely; * what can 


more fully declare the. commonneſs of 


a thing. Fea, this river is called at 
the very head of it, an © Open, Foun- 
K tain, 2 fountain opened to the houſe 


© of Judah, and inhabitants of Jeru- 


* * "Me by Judah and Jeru- 


falem 


1 Jude iii. * Rev. xi. 17. 
L Lech. TU . | 
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ſalem is comprehended every. foul that 


would drink of the water: of life, or 
Hving water. And bence it: is, that 
this river is {aid to © go down to the 


deſert and to the ſea, j where all 


kinds of fiſhes are. By ſea is meant 
the world, and by fil the people, aud 
thither ſhall run this river of water of 


lite. But, | 133 FF > 20 5 


Secondly, tho! a river, in the 
ſtreams of it, is common, yet a river, 
as it paſſes thorough a country. or pro- 


vince, will chuſe its own way. will 
run in the valleys, in the plains, not 


over ſteeples and hills Twill alfo 
fetch its compaſſes and circuits; 2twill 
go about and reach hither and thither; 3 
and according to its courſes, twill 
miſs, by its turnings, what places, 


and people it lifts 3 yet it is common, 
for that it lies open; yet it is com- 


NH 


03 mon 


+ Exch, ai. 66. 
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mon - for all the beaſts of the field. 
There is therefore a difference to be 
put betwixt the commonneſs of a thing 
and its preſence. A thing may be 
common, yet far enough off of thee, 
. Epſom, Tunbridge waters, and the 
Bath, may be common, but yet a great 
Way off of ſome that have need there- 
of. The ſame may be ſaid of this ri- 
ver, tis common in the ſtreams, but it 
runs its own circuit, and keeps its 
own water courſes. * He ſendeth the 
£ ſprings: into the valleys, which run 
6 among the hils.“ ] Indeed he openeth 
his river in bigh places, in his throne 
and of the Lamb, but ſtill they run 
in the mid of the vallies to water the 
humble and the lowly. Wherefore 
they that thirſt, and would drink, are 


bid. eto come down to the waters; 
RE BE 8 Ho, 


+ Pfal. civ. 10. 


The Water of Life, . 3 
Ho, every one that thirſteth, come 
ye to the waters; and he that hath 
no money, come ye, buy, &c.“ And 
again; © If any man thirſt, let him 
come unto: me and drink.” + The 
waters are common, but you, muſk 
come to them, to them where they 
are, or you will be nothing the better 
for them. Come ye to the waters. 
Thirdly, this water of life is called, 
2 river, to intimate to you, by what 
© ſtore of the ſame,” tis ſupplied. All 
rivers have the ſea for their original: 
All the rivers run into the ſea, yet 
* the fea is not full: unto the place 


from whence the rivers came, thitber 


8 they return again. | And. ſo this 
river of water of life is ſaid to proceed 
out of the A as out FO a place 


"ES 
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32 The Water ef Life.” 
here it breaketh out, but the original 
is the ſea, the ocean of: grace, which 
is in an infinite Deity, Thou wilt caft 


* all our fins into the depth of the 
* ſea,” 4 into the depth. of the ſea of 


thy grace. Rivers, when they are 
broken up, do | with, their - gliding 
ftreams carry away 2' great deal of the 
filth, which from all parts of the 
countries thorovgh which they run, 1s 
conveyed into them; and:: they carry 


laſtingly ſwallowed: up. And ob the 
filth that-is caſt. into this river of 


are waſhed: white therein, for by their 


khat filth into the midſt of the ſea. 


aiko a dead | dog, nor doth all the 
fol 


: T Mic. vii. 19. 


it away into the ſea, where 'tis ever 


God! and oh how many dirty: ſinners 
continual« gliding: away; they carry 


A tiver will take away the very 


y 
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ſoil and draught that is caſt into the 0 


rivers, cauſe that thoſe that can ſhould 
de afraid to make uſe thereof ; all that 
have need to betake themſelves to this 
river notwithſtandiog. But how much 
more virtue is there in this fweet river 
of grace that is deſigned, yea opened 
on purpoſe to waſh away ſin and un- 


cleanneſs in, to carry away all our 


filth, and to remain as virtuous ſtill? 


4. It is called a river, to ſhew that 


it yields a continual ſupply, as I may 
call it, of new and freſh grace. Rivers 
yield continually freſh and new. water. 
For tho” the channel or water-courſe 
in which the water runs, is the ſame, 
yet the waters themſelves are always 
new. That water that but one minute 
fince, ſtood in this place or that of the 


river, is now gone, and new and freſh. 


is come in its place. And thus it is wth 
the river of God, which is full of 
water; it yieldeth a freſh. 

fupplies, 


34 The Water of Life. 


ſupplies, freſh and new ſupplies, of 

grace to thoſe that have bulineis in 
theſe waters. And this 1s the reaſon 
that when fin is pardesed. it ſeems as 
if it were carried away.“ Thoſe wa- 
ters have with their continual ſtreams, 
carried away the filth of the ſinner 
from before his face. It is not ſo with 
| ponds, pools. and ciſterns; they will 
be foul and ſtink, if they be not often 
emptied, and filled again with freſh 
water. We muſt then put a difference, 
between the grace that dwelleth in us, 
and this river. of water of life. We 
are but as ponds, pools, and citerns 
that can hold but little, and ſhall alſo 
ſoon ſtink notwithſtanding the grace 
of God is in us, if we be not often 
emptied from veſſel to veſſel, I and fil- 
Jed, with freſn grace from this river. 
=t the river is, always ſweet, nor Can 
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all the filth that 1 is waſhed out of the. 


world, make it ſtink Or infect it: It's 


water runs with a continual gliding- 
ſtream, and fo carries away all annoy- 
andes as W] s ſaid, into eee of 


5 ·˙ The grace + God is axed; a ri- 8 


ver, to ſhew, that it is only ſuited 


Y © to thoſe. who are capable of living 
therein.“ Water, tho? it is that which 


every creature deſireth, yet it is not 


an clement in which every creature. 
can live. Who is it that would not 


have the benefit of grace, of a throne 
of grace? even none but thoſe whoſe 
ten per and conſtitution is, ſuited 
tO grace. Hence, as the grace of 


1 God is compared to a RIVER; fo 


theſe that live by grace are compared 
to FISH, for that, as water is that 


element in which the tiſh liveth ; fo 


1 grace is that which is the life of the 
| _ ſaint. 
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| Faint. & And there ſhall be a very great 
„ multitude of fiſh, becauſe theſe Wa- 


ters ſhall come thither; for they 


© ſhall be healed, and every thing ſhall 


give whither the river cometh ;* art 


thou a fiſh, man, art thou a fiſh? can 
thou live in the water? canſt thou 
live always, (and no where elſe but) in 


the water? Is grace thy proper ele- 
ment? the fiſh dieth if the be taken | 


out of the water, unleſs ſhe be timely 


put in again; the ſaint dieth if he be 


not in this river. Take him from 


his river and nothing can make him 
live; let him have water, water of life 
— and Mo dd can OE! e 
die. $3 

I know that there are ſome Ginge 
beſides fiſh, that can make a ſhift to 


live in the water; but the water is not 


26 9p,” their 


* Ezek. xlvii. 9. | 
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| 1 proper, their only proper element, 
The frog can live in the water, but 
not in- the water only; the otter can 


live in the water, bat not in the water 


only. Give /ſome men grate and the 
world, grace and fin; admit them to 
make uſe of their luſtis for pleaſure, 
and of grace to remove their guilt, and 
they will make a pretty good ſhift, as 
we ſay: they will finely ſcrabble on in 
2 profeſſion ;/ but hold them to grace 
auly, confine their life to grace, put 
them into the river, and let them have 
nothing but river, and they die; the 
word, and way, and nature of grace, is 
to them as light bread, and their ſoul 


can do no other but loath it; for they 
are not ſuited and tempered: for that 
clement. They are _ fiſh, not frogs, 


that can live in the river, as in- "their 
only proper element: Whereforet the 
grace of God, and ſpirit of grace! iis 


compared to à river, to ſhew, we none 
tr. 


_ * 4 
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1 thoſe can live thereby, whoſe fouls 
and ſpirits are ſuited: aiid fitted thereto, 
56. Abe grace, and fpirit of grace: ob 
God, is called or compared to a. river, 
to anſwer thoſe: uniatiable deſites, and 
to waſlr away thoſe mountainous daubts, 
that attend thoſe that indeed do thick: 
for that drink. The man that. thifſt - 
eth with ſpiritual thirſt, fears nothing 
more than that there is not enough to 
quench his thirſt: All the promiſes and 
ſayings of God's miniſters to ſucli 
man, ſeem but as thimbles inſlead of 
bow. I mean ſo long as his thirſt 
and doubts walk hand in hand toge- 
ther. There is not enougli in this pro- 
miſe; I find trot enough in that pra- 
wile to quench the draught. of my 
thirſting ſoul. He that thirſteth arigbt, 
nothing but God can quench his thirti. 
* My>140ul - rkirſteth for God, for 
51 n God? Arg: what ſhall be 
95 , 4 done 
Ka 2 zlii. * ik t. eil 6. 
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done tor this, man? will his God hy-, + 
mau him, and anſwer his deſi e 


Mark, what tallaws, ..* when the Paor 


= - „and pacdy ſee water, and there: is 
f naps? Gn they, gan, fipd, none, when 
all che promiſes ſeem to be dry, and like 


clouds that return, after the rain) * and 
* their tongue fails for thirſty] the Lord 


— — 


„Will bear them, 1 the God of Iſrael 


« will not forſake them. Ax, hut, Lord, 


what wilt thou do tg, quench their 
third? 1 will open rivers,” Gaith, he, 


zin high places, and fountains in the 


© mid} of the yalleys. 1, will, make 


* the wilderneſs; a a gol of, Water, and 


the dry, land ſprings of water. Be- 


bold! chere are rivers and fountzigs, a 


pool, and ſprings, and; all to quench 


| the, thirſt of them that thir& for God. 


Wherefore, as Ifaid, ſuch praviliea 


for: the thirſty, intimates their, fears of 


want, and the craving appetite of their | 
| oy after God, right ſpiritual tl:i ir | is 
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not to be fatisfied without abundzuct 
of grace. And they ſhall be abun- 
dantly ſatisfied with the fatneſs of thy 


8 houfe, and thou fhalt make them 
* drink of the river of thy pleaſures. | 
7. The grace of God is compared to 
a river, to ſhew the greatnefs of the 
family of God.“ He has a family, a 
great family, and therefore it is not 2 
| Httle that muſt be provided for them. 
When Iſrael went out of Egypt, and 


tthirſted by the way, God provided for 


them a river, he made it guſh out of 
the rock: for alas! what lefs than a 
river 4 could quench the thirſt of more 


than ſix hundred 1 men, befides 


women and children? | 
I fay what Jeſs than a river could do 
it? When the people luſted for fleſh, 
Moſes ſud, 6 ' ſhall the Docks and herds 
by c * be 


Pal. 36. 8. + Pat. 78. "Taj 
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* be {lain for them to ſuffice * ar” 
<.thall all the fiſh. of, the ſea be gather- 


| ed together for them. to ſuflice them 22 
even. ſo could not, leſs than 1 river 
ſuſtain and ſuffice that: great people: * 


now his eople } in go ſpel - days, are not | 
to be diminiſhed but increaſed, and if 
then they had need of a river, ſurely 

now of a fea ; * but the river is deep 
and broad, full, and abounds, or riſes 
with water, fo it will ſuffice. | 

8. The grace of God is compared to 

a river, perhaps to ſhew-of what a low 
eſteem it is with the rich and the full. 


i T he deſtitute indeed embrace the.rock 


inſtead of a ſhelter, and the poor aod 
needy, they ſeek water, but they can 


drink wine in bowls, that can folace 
themſelves with, as they thiok, better 


things, they come not to this river to 
drink; they never. ſay, they ſhall die 
if they drink not of this water. Tis 
therefore for the poor and needy, God 
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will lead them to his living fountains 1 
of waters, andyvill wipe away all tears 
from their eyes.“ And thus 1 Paſs the 
ſecond, and come to the third particn- 
lar, and that is to ſhew the head and 
ſpring from whence this river proccede; 
or ſprings. = . 
Rivers have their heags froth whence | 
they riſe, out of- which they fpring; 
and ſo accordingly we read this river 
has; wherefere he faith, he ſhewed 
me a pure river of water of life, clear 
6 as cryſtal, proceeding out of the throne 
of God, and of the Lamb.“ S 
1. God is here to be taken for the 
whole | Godhead, Father, Son, and 
Spirit, for that grace proceeds from 
them all: the grace of the Father, the 
grace of the Son, and grace of the Spi- 
rit is here included. Hence, as the 
is called, 0 the God of ry F 
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fo the Son is ſaid to be full of grace, 
=_ to be communicated ; ; and the 
Holy Ghoſt is called, © the ſpirit of 
grace.“ 80 then by this we perceive 
whence grace comes. Were all the 


world gracious, if God were not gra- 


cious, whit was man the better? if 


the Father or the Son, or the Holy 


Ghoſt are gracious, if they were not all 
gracious, what would it profit? but 
now God is gracious, the three perſons 


in the God-head are gracions, and ſo 


long they that ſeek grace are provid- 


ed for: for that there proceeds” from 
them a river, or grace like a flowing 


ſtream, indeed the. original of grace to 
| finners: is. the  good-will of God? 
none can imagine how loving God is, 
to ſinfut man. A little of it is ſeen, 
but they that re 1608] ſee BUT-a lit 
Mes: : 
But e * „ "md 8 
Bo Lamb. a The Lamb, is, ls ſacri- 
= | ficed, 
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ficed, jeſus as man, and ſufferin g | 
Hence you have the Lamb, at the 
firſt viſion of the throne, ſet forth un? 
to us thus, that is, as ſlain: & and I be- 
© held, and lo in the midſt of the throne 
© 2nd of the four beaſts, and in the midft 
« of the elders, 25805 A Lamb, as it had 
7 been ſlain” ; 
Wherefore by this word Lamb, we 
are to underſtand, who, dr by what 
means grace doth now run from the 
throne of God, like a river to the world, — 
It'is becaufe of, or through the Lamb, 
t We are juſtified freely by the grace 
© of God through the redemption that 
© is in Jefus Chriſt whom God hath ſet 
forth to be a2 propitiation through 
2 faith in bis blood. And again, we 
© have redemption through his blood}; 
25 even the forgiveneſs of ſins, accord. 
Ling to the richneſs. of God's grace.“ 
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{> Nor doth the Lamb of God, by be- 

coming a meansthrough death, of the 
conveyance of grace to us, at all dar- 
ken the nature or glory of grace, but 
rather doth ſer it off the more. For 
wherein can grace or love more appear, 
than in his laying down his life for us? 
I ſpeak now of the grace of the ſon. 
And wlſrein could - 4h nature and 
glory of grace of the father. more ap- 
pear than in, giving his fon, to death 


for us, that grace might in a way of 4 


juſtice, as well as mercy be beſtowed 


upon the worla? wherefore, as hefaith, |} 
here, that the river of water of life pro- 


ceedeth from God, ſo he adds, that the 


Lamb, becauſe he would have us, while | 


we are entangled and overcome with. 
this river of God's pleaſure, not for- 
get what it coſt the Lamb of God that | 
this grace might come unto us, 
For the riches of grace and of wiſe 
dom is, that grace comes to us not on- 
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ly in a way of: mercy} and compaſ- 
ſion, but in a MNπvů of juſtice and equi 
ty: but that could ie by no other 
means, but by redeeming blobd. 
Which redeeming blood came not 
from us, nor yet thorough our con- 
trivance or advice; wherefore” whats 
ever it is to the Eamb, fill: all is of 
grace to us. Vea, the higher, the 
gteater, the richer is grace, by ho 
much the more it coſt the the Father and 
the Lamb, that we might enjoy it. 
When: a man ſhall not only deſigu me 

2 purſe of gold, but ſhall venture his 
tife; to bring it to me, this lis grace in- 
deed. But alas | what are a thouſand 
uch ſhort com e ee to mn nen 
_ love of Chriſt. 1 . 
The Lamb then is he FRE whom, 
de through whom the grace of God 
doth come to us. It proceeds from the 
throne of God and of the Lamb. And 
it proceeds from him, now as a: dona- 
& „ 
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tor; from him, not only as a means of 
eonveyance, but as one that has power 
to give grace; power as he is the ſon 
of man. For as che ſon of man, he 
is the Lamb; and as he is the Lamb, 
it cometh from him. The ſon of 
mat had power on earth to forgive 
Iſin, I and that before he had actual · 
ly paid to God the price of our re- 
detnption, -; But how much more 
now ? Wherefore: Paul in his prayer 
for grace and peace tor ſaints} ſuppli · 
cates!” both God, and the Lamb. 
*©Grace to you from God the Father, 
und from our Lord Jeſus Chriſt. f 
e Proceeding! out of the throne. J 
Formerly this river of waters is {aid to 
come from under the threthold of the 
Houle: of the Lord. x And ' tis aid * 
| gala, _— that N from en 
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out from under the threſhold, it may 


niſied by this, that they iſſued out ;* 
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that is the church or , houſe of God 
ſtin. * In that they are ſaid to came 


be to intimate that they ran but low 
formerly, if compared to what t 
do now. Which might alſo be fig 


that that iſſues out ordinarily comes 


| forth but flowly, Allo the prophet 


faith, the firſt time he went thorough 


the waters they were but up to the 


ancles. J But what is ancle deep, to 


that which followeth after? "tis ſaid al- 


ſo to come out from Jeruſalem, where 


I perceive, were no great rivers, to in- 
timate that as long as the firſt prieſt- 


hood, firſt temple, and type were in 


their ſplendor, only the ſhadow of 
Ye en things were in uſe, and that 


then grace ran but flowly, nor would 


run — faſter, becauſe Jeſus was 
N not | 


ech. 14. 8. J Ezck. giv LL ) 
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not yet glorified... For the ſpirit and 
abundance of grace was to be given, 
not before, but after his aſcenſion, 
- Wherefore, now Jeſus is afcended; © 
1 is gloriſied; now grace pro- 
ceeds from the throne, not from the 
< threſhold of the houſe. . He ſhewed 
© me a pure river of water of Life, 
clear as cryſtal, proceeding from or 
out of the throne of God, and of the ; 
1-4 Lamb. 1 
The throne] That ue WEARS hs: | 
mercy-ſeat was a type: that which is 
called the throne of grace. * Andi it 
is called the throne of, grace even 
therefore, becauſe tis that from, or 
out of which proceeds · this river of 
water of life; this overflowing grace 


of God. Now. it may be aſked, wifat - 


6 18 the krone of grace! ?* and I ſhall 
| : i 1 anſwer, x 


- . 


7 Exo. xXV. 17. * Heb, iv. 16 
8. Iſa. xxii. 225 I 
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anſwer, © it is the humanity of Chriſt. J 
He is the throne, he is the Jacob in 
which God ſitteth. And he ſhall be 
for a glorious throne to bis father's 
| houſe, * The fulneſs of the God: 
head dwells in him bodily, and God 
was in Chriſt reconciling the world 
unto himſelf, nor can grace come to 
men but by Chriſt, nor can God reſt 
as to our falvation but in him. But 
becauſe 1 have ſpoken of this thing 
more particularly i upon that text, (Let 
us therefore come boldly to the throne 
of grace, &c.) 1 ſhall therefore here 
tay no more: | 
Only methinks it is a ; glorious title 
that the holy Ghoſt has given fo the 
humanity of Chriſt, in that he calls 
it the throne of God; and methinks he 
gives it the higheſt preference, in that 
he faith, out thente proceeds a pure 
; „ l _ river 
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river of water of life: we will a 
little therefore ſpeak ſomething tg 
this word (the throne, the throne of 
8 

Sos > throne 3s" the ſeat of majeſty 
and greatneſs; tis not for things of 


an inferior quality to aſcend or aſſume 


a throne. Now then, fince this river 
of water of life proceeds from the 
thrane, it intimates that in grace and 


mercy there is great majeſty z. (fox 


grace, 38 it proceeds, has a voice 
from. the throne.) And indeed there | 
is nothing 1 in heaven or earth that, t. can 
ſo 8 AWE the heart, 3 the grace of | 


 God.. "Tis that which makes "a mao 


fear, tis that which makes a, man 
tremble, "tis that. which makes a man 
bow 50d bend, and break to pieces. OE 


a by that majeſty, and. com "4 
EE OM 20 Fo mes | 
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manding greatneſs in, and upon the 
hearts of the ſons of ys as A 
the grace of God. 


So that, 1 ſay, wjgen he faith, that 
the river of grace proceeds out of 


0 the throne of God: It is to ſhew 


us, what a majeſty, what 2 command - 
ing greatneſs, there is in grace. The 
love of Chriſt conſtraineth us. 
When Moſes went up to the mount 
the firſt time to receive the law, be 
did exceedingly fear and quake. 
Why? becauſe of the fire and ſmoke, 
thick darkneſs and thunder, &c. but 
when he went up the ſecond time thi- 
ther, © he made haſte, and bowed his 
© head towards the earth and worſhip- 
ped. But why! becauſe it was before 
| proclaimed, that the Lord was graci- 
dous and merciful, long ſuffering and 
5 abundant in goodneſs and truth: 
4 keeping mercy. for thouſands, for- 


« giving 
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giving iniquity, tranſgreſſion , and. 
2 K. 1 


There i is nothing 33 the | 
1 like grace, and ſo obligeth to 
Ancere and unfeigned obedience as 
that. I Examine me, 0 Lord, Lid 


David, prove me and try my reins 
* and my heart, for thy\loving k$4- 


© neſs is before my eyes, and I have -Y 


« walked in thy truth“ Therefore 
he ſaith ain, O Lord, our God, bow 
excellent j is thy loving kindneſs in all 


the earth! and, that loving kindneſs | 
© is maryellous, for it has that majeſty, 5 


and that excellent glory, in it, as to 


8 the heart a ſubaue ſia, 


„ 
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fits and reigns,” as well as that from 
' whence it proceeds. Grace reigns 
© through righteouſneſs to eternal life 
© by Jeſus. Chriſt our Lord.” + © 
Secondly, as a throne is a ſeat of 
majeſty and greatneſs, and fo can awe; 
ſo i 1 the feat of authority, and le- 
gi tive power, and ſo will awe; this 
is confirmed from what was faid but 
now, grace reigns. Wherefore it is 
expected, that they that hear e word 
of God's grace, ſhould ſubmit thereto, 
and that at their peril. He that be- 
lieves not ſhalt be damned, “ is a word 
of power, of law and authority; and 


the cohtemner fhall find it ſo, Grace 


proceeds from the throne, from the 
"throne of God, and of the Lamb. 


Pe. "Wherefore, ſinner, here is laid a ne- 
1. "=> upon thee, one of the two muſt | 


de thy lot, « either thou muſt accept of 
God's 
| 4 Rom. v. 21. wh 


\ 
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God's grace, and be content to be ſa- 
ved freely thereby, notwithſtanding - 


thy undeſervings, and unworthineſs, 
or elſe thou muſt be damn'd for thy 


rebellion, and for thy rejecting of this 1 
grace. Wherefore conſider with thy- 


felf, and think what is beſt to be done. Is 
it better that thou ſubmit to the grace 
and mercy of God, and chat thou ac- 
cept of. grace to reign for thee, in 
thee, and over thee, that thou ſhouldſt 


run the hazard of eternal damnation, 


becauſe thou wouldeſt not be ſaved 

by grace? confider of this I ſay, for 
grace is now in authority, it reigns, 

and proceeds from the THRONE.* 


Now, you know, tis dangerous op- 
Poſing, rejecting, deſpiſing or diſown - 
ing of them in authority: better ſpeak 
againſt twenty, than againſt one that 
18 in nnn, If the Wrath of a 


1 king. 
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= king, ds as meſſengers of death: 1 lf 
the wrath of the king * is 3s; the 
© roaring. of a Lion: what is the 
Wrath Fa God? and vou know, 
to deſpiſe grace, | to. refuſe pardon, 
to be unwilling to be ſaved from 
the guilt and puniſhment due to trea- 
ſons, the king's way, ſince that alſo is 
the beſt way, how will that provoke ? 
how hot will that make wrath! ? but 
to accept of grace, ſpecially. when tis 
free grace, grace that reigns, grace 
from the throne; bow ſweet is jt 
's His favour is as dew upon the graſs.? 
f This therefore calls For thy. moſt 
graye and ſedate thonghts. : Thou art 
in a ſtrait, wilt thou fly before Moſes, | 
or with David fall into the hands of 
the Lord ? wilt thou go to hell for ſin, 
or to life by grace? one of che two, as 
N ſaid viore, muſt be thy lot; for 
— grace 
© Pro. xvi. os chap. xix. 12. 
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grace Is king, is upon the throne, and 
will admit of no other way to glory. 
In and by it thou muſt ſtand, if thou 
haſt any hope, or canſt at all rejoice 
in hope of the glory of God. 
Thirdly, as the throne is the ſeat 


higheſt feat of authority. 


of majeſty and authority, ſo it is the 


There is 


none above the throne, there is no ap- 
peal from the throne. There are in- 
ferior courts of judicature, there are 
under -governors, and they may ſome- 


times perhaps be faulty; wherefore in 
ſome cafes an appeal from fuch may 
be lawful or permitted; - but from 


the throne, none can appeal. 


« grace is upon the throne, reigns up- 


Now 


N the throne, proceeds from she 
5. throne” A man may appeal from 


| the hw to the throne, from Moſes 
to Chriſt, from bim chat ſpake | 
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on earth, to him that ſpeaks from 
beaven, but from. heaven to earth, 
from Chriſt to Moſes, none can ap- 
peal. Moſes himſelf has forbid it. 
For Moſes truly nid. unto the fa- 
„ thers, a prophet: ſhall the Lord your 
© God raiſe up unto you, of your 
« brethren like unto me, him ſhall ye 
© hear i in all things whatſoever he ſh.ll 
ſay unto you, and it, ſhall come to 
© paſs, that every ſoul Which will not 
© hear that, prophet, ſhall be deſtroyed 
5 from among the people.“ 4. 
Ses here, this NEW prophet — ub 
es, in the higheſt. court, he is maſter 
of grace, the throne by Thich grace 
reigns; and even Moſes, admits, that 
from chimſelf an appeal may be made 
to- this prophet; yea, he allows that 
men may flee from himſelf, to this 


prophet; for refuge ; but there muſt 
be 


; £34) 
+ Aas 3. 22, 23. 1 
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be no appeal from him. Thou muſt 
hear him, or die. How ſhall We 
* eſcape, if we turn away from him, 
4 that ſpeaketh from heaven? 
This therefore is to be duly weighs 


ed, and deeply contidered by us. Tis 
not a ſaint,” nor a miniſter, nor 'a pro- 
phet, nor an angel that ſpeaks, for 
all theſe are but, fervants, but inferiors: 


no, it is a*< voice from the throne,” 
from authority, from the higheſt 
authority; it is the Lord from 188 
This grace proceeds from the throne; 
and therefore men muſt ſtand and fall 
by what ſhall come from hence. He 
that comes not hither! to drink; ſhall 
die for thirſt, 
water now, ſhall not have ſo much 
as will hang upon the'tip of his finger 
K *twould. POE" bis — hereatter. 
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He that refuſes this 
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© How „ hall we eſcape, if we negle& 
ſo great falvation.” + | 
Apoſtates will therefore Gone 8 
find griping pangs and burning coals, 
for they have turũdd themſelves away 
from this throne, and from the. grace 
that proceeds therefrom; nor is-it to 
any purpoſe whatever they plead for 
themſelves- They are fallen from 
: grace, and what can help them! Chriſt 
ts become of none effect $ unto ſuch, 
| whoſoever it is, that ſeeks to be jn | 
ſihed by the law, the; 4 are fallen 
from grace... | 
Fourthly, the throne is the ſeat 
of glory (when the ſon of man - ſhall 
come in his glory, and all the holy 
mg with him ; then be ſhall fit ap- 
on the throne of bis glory.) And if 
the throne of judgment is the ſeat of 


glory, much more the throne of grace. 
| We 


6 +8 Heb. 2. 3. ; Gal. 5. . 
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We will venture then to ſay, that the 
throne of grace is the throne of God's 


glory, as the throne of judgment will 


be the throne of Chriſt's glory, and 


that grace proceedeth from his throne, 
that both it and he might have * 
glory in a way of mercy. $ 
1. That it might have glory; be 
fore has he deſigned, that grace ſhall 
be effectual in, and to the ſalvation of 
ſome; even to the * praiſe of the glory 
of his grace, wherein he has made us 
accepted in the beloved.“ - 
He has deſigned, not the glory. of 
man's works, but the glory of his own 
grace; and therefore has put- man's 
works, as to juſtification before God, 


under his feet, and counts them as 
filthy rags; but has ſet his grace up 


above, has made it a king, given it 
; F . authority 
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authority: to reign, has provided for 
it a throne, and called that throne, the 
throne of grace, from whence it alſo 
proceeds to its own praiſe and glory, 
in and by the effectual falvation of 
thoſe that receive it, and receive it not 
in vain. 8 
2. AS grace is exalted, and wa 
proceed out of the throne to its own 
_ Praiſes, to its own glory, ſo is it alſo 
thus exalted and made flow to us like 
a river, that we ſhould be to the praiſe 
of the glory of him that hath exalted 
it. We that receive it, and ſubmit un- 
to the throne - whence it proceeds, 
have thereby obtained an inheritance, 
being predeſtinated according to the 
© purpoſe of him who worketh all things 
uàfter the counſel of his own will, that 
e ſhouid be to the praiſe of his 
— 48 So that this throne is a throne 
| of 
* I. 1. 1 5 0 


f 


of glory. * A glorious, high lirone 
from the beginning is the place 
«of our ſanctuary; now what fol- 


lows from this, but that they that 


accept of this gu give glory to 
God, to his grate, and to the word of 


his grace; ſuch I ſay, glorify God for 


his wenn: they glorify God by their 
profeſſed ſubjection to the goſpel of 


Chriſt, + which is the goſpel, or good 
tydings of the grace of God. They 


with Abraham believe and give glory 


to God, F and with the gentiles * 
glorify the word of the Lord. 

But to ſlight grace, to do deſpite to 

the ſpirit of grace, to prefer our oπ]ã n 


works to the derogating from grace; 
what is it, but to contemn God? te 


contemn him when he is on the throne, 


when he is on the throne of his 8lorys 
WE OT ly 


* Rom, 15. 9. 2. + Cor: 9. 13. 1 20, 24. 
* 4. 20. J Acts 13. 48. 


- OT” n rr 79992 
n e IG Gp ir ot ads - Wah 


— — . 


— — 


— Ln 9 - 
Lo J * ry * = 
9 D 
" 8 2 — 


64 3 The Water V Life, 


I ſay again, it is to ſpit i in his face even 
then when he commands thee to bow 
before him, to ſubject unto him, and 
to glorify the grace of his glory, that 
proceeds from the throne of his glory. 
If men in old time were damned be- 
cauſe they glorified him not as God, | 
ſhall not they be more than damned, | 
if more than damned can be, who 
glorify him not for his grace? and, to 
be ſure, none glorifie him for his grace 
but thoſe that cloſe in therewith, and 
ſubmit themſelves thereto. Talkers 
of grace are but mockers of God, but 
flatterers of God. Thoſe that only talk 
highly of grace, and ſubmit not them- 
ſelves unto it, are but like to thoſe 
that praiſe a looks: or flatter him in his 
own conceits. Grace God has exalt- 
ed, has ſet upon the throne, and ſo 
made it a king, and given it authori- | 
ty. to reign 3 and thou goeſt by and 
heareſt thereof, but will not ſubmit 
thy- 


/ 


The Water of Life -—— 


thy ſclt thereto, neither thy ſoul, nor 


thy life: why, what is this more than 
to flatter God with thy lips, and than 


to lye unto. him with thy tongue 2 


what is this but to count him leſs wiſe 
than thyſelf, while he ſeeks glory by 


that, by which thou wilt not glorify. 


him; while he difplays his grace before 
thee in the world from the throne, 


and as thou goeſt by, with a nod thou 
calleſt it fine thing, but followeſt that 
which | leadeth therefrom? tremble, 

tremble, ye ſinners, that have deſpiſed 


the richneſs of his goodneſs. The 


day is coming when ye fhall behold, 
and wonder, and periſh, if grace pre- 


vaileth not with you-to be content to 


be ſaved by it to the praiſe of its glo- 


ry *, and to the glory of bim who hath 


ſet it upon the throne. E 


Fifthly, the throne is the ſeat of 


F 3 wiſdom. 


| Y Acts 13. 38, 39, 4957 41. + Dan. 7. 9» I 
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wiſdom. Hence he is called the an- 
tient of days, that ſits on this throne, 
the throne of God. Infinite in wiſ- 
dom, whoſe garments were white as 
ſnow, and the hair of his head is like 
the pure wool, his wiſdom is ſet forth 
unto us. . Wherefore when we read 
that out of the throne proceeds a river 
of grace, when we read this proceed - 
eth out of the throne of God, it is 
as much as to fay, the wiſe God, who. 
moſt perfectly knoweth all ways, coun- 
teth in his wiſdom, that to ſave men 
by grace is the beſt, moſt ſafe, and 
ſure way. Therefore it is of faith 
that it might be by grace, to the end 
the promiſe might be ſure to all the 
ſeed: And again forgiveneſs i is accor- 
ding to the riches of his grace, where» 
in he has abounded toward us, in all 
wiſdom and prudence.j Wherefore to 
=: 5 
* Rom. 4. 16. 4 Epheſ. 1. 7. 8. 
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ſet grace upon the throne, to let grace : 


proceed out of the throne as a river, 
is by the wiſe God, the only wiſe God, 
counted the beſt way, the ſafeſt way, 
the way that doth beſt ſuit the condi- 


tion of a ſinful man, and that tends. 


moſt to the utter diſappointment of 
the devil, and death, and hell. Grace 
can continue to pardon, favour and 
ſave from falls, in falls, out of falls. 
Grace can comfort, relieve and help 


thoſe that have hurt themſelves. And 
grace can bring the unworthy to glo- 


ry. This the law cannot do, this 
man cannot do, this angels cannot 
do, this God cannot do, but only 
by the riches of his grace, through 
the redemption that is in Jeſus 
Chriſt. Wherefore ſeeing God has ſet 


grace on the throne, and ordered that 


it ſhould proceed from his throne to 
the world. Yea, ſecing he has made 
it king, and — to it, to it only, 
l the 
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the authority and  ſover eignty of ſav 
ing ſouls ; he has magnified, not only 
Als love, but his wiſdom, and his pru- 
| dence before the ſons of men. * This 
then 1s his great deviſe, the maſterpiece 
of aH his witty inventions: and there- 
fore it is ſaid, as was hinted before, 
in this ching he hath proceeded to- 
ward us in all wiſdom. and prudence. 
80 then, he that comes to, and 
drinks of this water, glorifics God for 
his wiſdom, praiſes God, for his wiſ- 


„ dom. Such an one faith, that God 


is only wiſe, and bowing his head, 
ſaith again, to God only wiſe, be 
glory, both now and for ever, Amen. 
But he that ſhall cootemn this 
grace, confronts the higheſt wiſdom, - 
even wiſdom upon the throne ; he 
faith of himſelf, I am wiſer than 
Daniel, chan the judgment of God. I 


could 
"A Sam. 14. 16 than 8. Fl, 12. 


1 
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could have found out a more fafe way 
to heaven my ſelf; and had 1 been of 
God's council, I would have: told 
him ſo. All this ſo horrible blaſphe- 
my, naturally proceeds from him that 
liketh not that grace ſhould be king 
on the throne, and ſhould proceed out 
of the throne to the world; but ſhall . 
© he that contendeth with: the Al- 
meghty, inſtruct him? he that re- 
* proveth God, let him anſwer it.“? 
The text ſays, that this very doc · ; 
trine to the Greeks, to the Wiſe,” is : 
_ fooliſhneſs, and the preach ing of it a 
fooliſh thingto them: bpt it will appear 
even then, when the concluſion of all - | 
things is come, and when theſe wiſe =} 
ones by their wiſdom have” fooled 
themſelves to hell, that this fooliſhneſs 
of God, 1s wifer than men, and the 


weakneſs of God Eronger than men, + 
| | Chriſt 
1 Job Thy 2. + I Cor. I, 21, 22. 23+ 24z 25, 
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_ Chriſt Jeſus, becauſe he was low 
in -the world, is trampled upon by 
ſome, but he is a glorious throne to 
his father's houſe : for ſince his humi- 
lity was the loweſt of all, now he is 
_ exalted to be the throne of God; yea, 
is made the fountain whence grace con- 
tinually flows, like the rivers, and comes 
don to us like a mighty ſtream. Where- 
fore, I will conclude this with both com · 
fort and caution; with comfort, and that 
becauſe of the ſecurity that they are un- 
der that indeed have ſubmitted them- 

ſelves to grace, lin ſhall not have do- 
minion over you, for you are not un- 
der the law, but under grace.” And 
| let it be a caution to thoſe that deſpiſe. 
Take heed, *tis dangerous affronting 
of the wiſdom of God. Now here is 
the wiſdom of God, even wiſdom up- 
on the throne. It pleaſed God, for 
5 the glory of his wiſdom,” to make 


this the * to t, to ſet up grace 
to 


The Water of Life.” Ti. 


to reign. I have often thought, and 
ſome times ſaid, if God will be pleaſed 
with any way, ſurely he will be pleaſ- 


ed with his own. Now this is the 


way of his own deviſing, the fruit and 


effect of his own wiſdom : wherefore 


dinners pleaſe him, pleaſe him in that, 


wherein he is well pleafed : © Come to 


the waters; caft thy ſelf into them and 


fear not drowning ; let God alone to 


. cauſe them to carry thee into his para- 
dife, that thou mayeſt ſee his throne. 

dixthly, the Throne is the ſeat of 
faithfulneſs, the place of performing 
of engagements and promiſes. © When 
e ſhall receive the congregation, ſaith 
»Chriſt, I will judge uprightly,“ that 


is, faithfully. And now he has re- 
ceived it, and is made head over all- 


things to it; and for this caute is he 
upon the throne from whence proceeds 
| 70 TI : | all 
+ Pal. 75, 2. Epheſ. 22. 23. My 
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all this grace, that like a river doth 
flow, and glide from heaven into the 
world. This river then 15 nothing 
wen but the fulfilling: of promiſes. If 
go not away the comforter will not 
* come; but if I depart I will ſend 
him unto you. * This is that which 
was ſpoken of by the prophet Joel, 
And it ſhall come to paſs in the laſt 
days (faith God) 1. will. pour out 
my ſpirit upon all fleſh,” &c. Now 
this river is the ſpirit, the ſpirit and 
grace of God, which was promiſed by 
the Father and the Son, and now it 
comes running from the throne of 
God and of the Lamb. For being 
© now by the right hand of God ex- 
© alted, and Having received of the 
„Father the promiſe of the ſpirit, he 
* hath Wed forth that amend eo. 


« tee and hear.“ $177 


: Behold 
8 > John 16, 7. Acts 2. 0 17, 18. 85 v. 33. 
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Behold then how mindful, how 
careful, how er our Father and 
the Lamb of God is! Tis not exalta- 
tion, nor a crown, nor a kingdom, 
nor a throne, that ſhall make him ne- 
glect his poor ones on earth: Yea, 
therefore, even becauſe he is exalted 
and on the throne, therefore it is that 
fuch a river with its golden ſtreams, 
proceeds from the throne to come un- 
to us. And it ſhall proceed to be far - 
higher than ever was the Awellings f 
Jordan. True, it runs not fo high 
now, as in former days; becauſe of the 
curſe of God upon antichriſt, by whaſe 
means the land of God's people is full 
of briars and thorns ;j but when; the 
tide is at the loweſt, then it is neareſt 
the riſing; and this river will riſe, and 
in a little time, be no more ſo low as but 
ancle deep: Twill up to the knees, 
25 4 F 


t Iſa; 32.1 3,14, 1 55 16, 17. 


be no more curſe in the church, } but 


Sion rejoice; becauſe thereby the pro 
mlles yield milk aud honey. For now 


nant, performs to his church, that-wilich 


14 The Water if Life. 
to the loins, I and be a broad river to 
ſwim in. For there the glorious 


Lord hall be unto us a place of broad 
rivers and ſtreams, ' and there ſhall 


the throne of God and of the Lamb 
ſhall de in it, and his ſervants hall 
_—_ him, that 18 rand * 
on. 28 172 r ai 0 . 

© Theſe dixings are faicbfal aud tre- 
15 faithfulneſs: ſhall- they from the 
Throne of God and of the Eamb, be 
performed to⸗the church! Faithful. 
ls in him that rules, is that which makes 


the faithful God, that 'keepeth cbve- 


he:told her he would: Wherefbre nut 
rivers mall run, and our he: 27 EE 
ONE and ey” 4b ovbus 
Let, 


4 Ezek. 47. 4 Ifas 3 33. 21. 
T Rev. Ro 1% Job 20. 17. 
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OO The Waterof Life 13 
o let this teach all God's people to 
s expect, to look, and wait for good 
d things from the throne. But oh, me- 


1 Þ thinks, this throne oùt of which good 


t comes likea river! who would not but 
b BY be a ſubject to it? who would: nat but 


I | n before it ? But; 3 4 sr oil 2 
E Seventhly, 2 throne is the ſeat of 
N <joflice.: Juflice and judgment are the 


flows to us; juſtice to Chriſt, and juſ- 


God idleclures that he can juſtly juſtify, 
juſtipoforgiver2 now if he can juſtly 


give gisch cauſe. that it ſho: ald. Foe 
exed to, yea, flow after Usias aver * 
The river that guſh#d but af the rack Go 


the enen after chehaople ther- 


8 where 
5 3 3 
4 Pſal. 89. 14. Kom. 3. 24. 
r 9 bs 


© habitation: of thy thrancef And it is 
alſo from juſtice that this river of graces: 85 


tice” $0. thoſe that are found in him. 


Juſbif, and guſilyforgibe; g then can he 


The Water of Life. 
wherever they wandered therein. They 
' drank of the rock that followed them, 
the rock was not removed out of his 
place, but the flood followed them 
Whither they went. “ * He opened the 
rock, and the waters guſhed out, 

© they ran in dry places like a river. 
1 This rock, faith he, was Chriſt, that 
is; figuratively; and this chrone is Chriſt 
really. And the water guſhing out of 
the rock, and: the following of them 
in the wilderneſs was to ſhew how 
when "Chriſt became A throne, grace 
and goodneſs ſhould: follow ns in 
the wilderneſs from thence 10-Jong 28 
bere weabide. . Wherefbre David con- 
ſidering this, ſaid * furelygoodaeſs and 
4 ſhall FOLLOWIme all the days 

© of my life; and I will dwell in 1 
"0 8 of the Lord For. ever. * 

3 But 


* Cor. 10. 3, 4 f. Pſal. A 41. 
4 Plal. 23. 6. N 5 9 PER E 


1 an. Wwe W 
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text Hays, from, the:thrands] from the 
*throas/ [theiſeats of jnſtice f fof from 
theace/'byrreaton | of vihat.i HE hath 
found in Chtiſt for ws: the; ini a way 
of righteouſneſs and jultice, lets out to 
us, rivers df his: pleaſuresʒiπν | ori- 
ginal is that great and wide: ſea of 
merey. chat flows ip his infinite heart 


. W ee 29A 12 av (33. 4 4203 Bur 8 
Allis paid for both Us and gracg. 


We are bought with a;pricts | He has 
obtained: eternal. redemptign, for us; 


yea! and as we are made his, and hea- | 
ven made © durs thus; ſo this, river of 
grace has been alſo. obtained by him 


fer us. Where fore all comes to us in 


a. way of juſtice and righteouſneſs. 
Bence we are * ſaid to obtain f faith 
through the. righteouſneſs of Godiz''$ 


20 4 421 8.3 bigs 1 it that 


Or 


U 16 6. 20. Heb. on 12. John n 7e 39. 
$ 2 Pet, I... To mT 1 


z. Nate, , iſs 17 
But! when muſt this come? The 4 
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that is. thorough the juſtice of Gods 
and of Jeſus our Lord. Mark, here 
is the juſtice | of God, and the juſtice f 
Jeſus our Lord: and we have bur faith 
from the juſtice of God, becauſe of che 
righteouſneſs of: Jeſus our Lord: that 
is, Jeſus anſwer'd with works of jui - 
tice the demands of juſtice; and there- 
fore in a way of juſtice, grace reigns 
and comes to us like 2 river, as is 
; ſignified, for that it is ſaid to come to 
us out of the throne. 
Again, grace is ſaid to reign thro 
* righteouſneſs unto ckernal lite.“ 
Thoro' what righteouſneſs ? the righte- 
 ouſneſs or Juſtice of God by Jeſus 
Chriſt our Lord. By Jeſus Chriſt; or 
for his ſake. For un ſake 291 laid, 'we 
are forgiven, and for lis fake, hav e All 
things pertaining to life and God | 
Uneis. Which on things, come to us, 
1 eee 
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thro! „ or. down the ſtream of this river 
in a way of juſtice, and therefore it is 
ſaid to come from the throne. 
Eighthly, this throne is the ſeat OY 
grace and mercy: and therefore it is 
called the mercy-ſeat and throne of 


grace. This throne turns all into Brace, : 


all-in to mercy ! This throne 17 
all things. work together for good. 
is. ſaid of Saul's ſons, they were we 


buried, after they were hanged, until 


water dropped upon them out of hea- 
ven. + ,; And it may be faid of us, there 
is nothing ſuffered to come near us, 
until it is waſhed in that water that 


p ꝓroceeds from the. throne. of grace. 
:Hence, afflictions flow from grace; Per. 


jar” bl yea death itſelf i is now made ours 
* the e of Cad. th Chriſt. * 
1 0 


75 19 2 15% 36' 
13 "a 21. 105 14. 40 „ Plal” 119. 67. 
4 Cor. 3. 22. Reyel, 3: 19. Heb. 12. 5 

Ms 
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Ograce! O hi y*church of God f All 
things” ae les . thee (rare for 
Chriſt's fake turned into! grace. They 
talk br the Philoſopycrs! fone, and bw, 
if tine had it? ? it öuld turnt ching 
into Füld. Oh Put can ſt turn an 
things intd gr race? can it maks afl 
things work roglhber'for Beef di, 
Ho, this quality, virtue, exbehenhey, 
| What hl 1 (110 ic, nothing has in! it 
but the” gra acc that reigtis on elle 
3 — of f liel; the river that” pro- 
ct᷑eds from the thrane'of God. © This 
Writs" mejef, gatherity, the. higheſt 
2vthority, glory; Wisdom, faiehfel. 
nefs, juſtice and alf into grace. Here 
4 done! God let us ſec it. Joho Ale 
the Bonour to fee it, and to ſes ek 
1 Rieatns proceeding from it. O feet 
| dien He" ſhewed me a pure fixer 
of water of life, proceeding out of 
chr throge of iner 


Indeed, As Was hinted before, in 
the 


The Water of Life. - Un; 
the days of the reign of Antichriſt 
there are not thoſe. viſions of this 
throne, nor of the river that proceed- 
eth therefrom; now he holdeth back 
the face of his throne; and ſpreadeth 
a cloud upon it; but the preſerving, 
ſaving benefits thereof we have, as al- 
ſo have all the ſaints in the moſt cloudy: 
and dark day: | And ance we can {ce 
ſo little we muſt believe:the mort; and 
dy believing give glory: to God. We 
muſt alſo labour for more clear ſcrip- 
ture - Knowledge of this threne; for the 
| boly word of God is the perſpectiye- 

glaſs, - by which wen, may, and the 
magnifying-glaſs that.] will cauſe us 
to behold with. open face the glory of 
this Lord. * 1 . = 2346.30 
But methiaks L:ibave 70 faid: no: 
thing: of this throne, which is indeed 
none ocker but the ſpotleſs, aud glo- 
| |  Tified 
7M 5 the, 3. 18. r Yo an | 


— 


— : 
92 Pe. Mater of Liſe. 
riſied humanity of the ſon. of God: 
This throne is, the Lord Jeſus, this 
grace, comes from the divine majeſty: 
_ #8 dwelling bodily in the Lord Jeſus: 
Wherefore let us fall down before the 
throne, and caſt our : crowns; at, the 
foot of the throne, and give: thanks 
to him that ſus on the throne, and to 
the Lamb for euer aud ever. 
0, how: thouid>!Feſuss be eſteemed 
ofl/the Uthbane ; ofi the Ring is royal 
fent. § bis fiid of Solomon's, there 
was not its like in ANT kingdom; 
but of this it may! be ſkid; there is 
not its like in heaven and earth. At 
the ſorting. up of this, chene the 
angels flocked round abont it, and the 
beaſts and the elders gathered itogethes 
to ſee it. When this throne was 
ſet in heaven, „there was ſience, all 
the heavenly. hoſt had no leiſure to 
Dir W talk; 
u Kings 10. 20. J Rev. 4, 1, 2, 35 4% 6 78 
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talk; they were ſurpriaed wich ſight 
and wonder. When this throne was 
fet in heaven, what tals. there was, it 
was as the muſic of the trumpet. _ - 
And behold,” ſays John, a door 
was open in beaven; and the firſt 
+ that I heard, was as it were of a. 
_ *trumpet talking with me, which ſaid, 
* come up hither, ang I will ſhew thee 
things which muſt he hereafter. And 
immediately I Was in the fpirit, and 
* baholg nd THRONE WAS SET 
N 10 HLA VE N, and one fat 
& upon the throne.“ I r only ie 
817 his>thrang,: Was Jeſus Chriſt exalt- 0 
08, 8 Ey Erchat is, lifted up, ot as 
updn the cxoſsy to the contempt and 
Hoorn f lis perſon; but as 1 ſaid, to 
the wonderment,, of. the four beaſts, 
and she elders, ayd,all, the angels in 
heaven. . A thrang wag Et in heaven, 
and one ſat on the, throne 3 coats 


ae Aud. this ig! intimates, his deſir- 
7201 3 able 
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able reſt for ever: for to ſit, is to reſt, 
and Chriſt is his reſt for ever. Was it 
not therefore well worth the ſeeing? 
yea, if John had taken the pains to 
go up thither upon his bands and 
knees; 1 lay. to ſee the Lord Jeſus as a 
"throne, ſet in heaven, and the glory 
of God reſting and "abiding upon him, 
and giving out by him all things, not 
only his word bnt all his diſpenſati-· 
ons and providences to the end of the 
world; and this bleſſed. thing among 
the reſt, even à pure river of water 
Lot life, clear as cryſtal,” 9 
But I leave this, and proceed to the 
fourth and laſt thing ; namely, to the 
nature and quality of this water. "Tis 
aid to be pure, and clear, pure and 
clear Is eryſtal; ; and he ſhewed me a 
pure river of Water of life, elear as 
cryſtal.“ 'F know'thit there is 2 two · 
fold quality in a thing, one with re- 


pes to its nature, the other with re- | 
ſpect 
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ſpect to its operation. Thes frſt of 
theſe is inherent and remaineth in the 


ſubject being as ſuch, and ſo for the 


moſt part uſeleſs. The other is put 
forth then when it meeteth witk fit 


matter on which it may freely work. 


As to inſtance, aqua vitæ, the very 


metaphor. here made uſe. of, hath a 


quality inherent in it, but keep it ſtopt 


up in a bottle and then who will. may 

faint notwithſtanding; but apply it, 
apply it fitly, and to ſuch as have need 
thereof, and then you may ſee its 


quality by the operation. This water, 


or river of grace, is called, I ſay, Ihe 
Water of life, and fo conſequently, 
hs a moſt bleſfed inherent quality, 
but its operation is ſeen by its Work- 


ing, the which it doth only then, when 
'tis adminiftred, and received for thoſe 
ends for which it is adminiſtred. For 


then it revives where lite is, and gives 
life where it is not. And thus far in 


i ͤͥ ſ 
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the general, have we ſpoken to; it al- 


ready. We will therefore in this place 
more particularly, tho briefly, ſpeak 


a few words untoſit. Firſt then, this war 
ter of life is the very ground-work of 
life in us, tho' not the ground-Work of 
life for us. The ground - work of life 


for us, is the paſſion and merits? of 


Chriſt, this is that for the ſakel of 


which grace is given unto us, as ĩs in · 


timated dy tle text: it proceeds from 
the throne of God, who is Chriſt, 


ee having obtained grace for 


muſt needs be precedent as to his 
. to that grace he hath 80 ob- 
tained. Beſides tis clear that the ſpirit 
and grace comes fim God through 


him: therefore as ti the communica- 


tions of grace to us, it is the fruit 


of his merit and pu chaſe- But I 


ſay, in us, grace is the ground work 


of life : od tho? we er be ann be- 
fore 
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fare to live virtually in the perſon. of 
Chriſt before God; yet we are dead 
in ourſelves, and ſb mult; be, untilithe 
ſpirit; be poured upon us from on: high; 
for the ſpirit is life and its graces. are 
life, and when that is infuſed by God 
from the, throne, then we live, and 
not till then. And hence it is called 
as before, living water, the water of 
life ſpringing up in us into everlaſting 
lifev The fpirit then, and graces: of 
the ſpirit, which is the river here 
ſpokenof, is that, and that only, which 
can cauſe us to live; that being life 
do the ſoul, as the ſoul is life to the body. 
All men therefore, as was ſaid before, 
(thoꝰ elect, tho? purchaſed by the blood 
of: Chriſt) are dead, and muſt be dead 
until the. ſpirit of life from God and 
his throne ſhall enter into them; un- 
e thall drink it in by vehement 
6 H 2 \ Ie Eta 
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thirſt as the parched ground e in 
the: rain: 22 
Now when this living water is re- 
e it takes up its ſeat in the heart, 
whence it ſpreads itſelf to the wake - 
ning of all the powers of the/ſoul. For 
as in the firſt creation the ſpirit of 
God moved upon the face of the wa- 
ters, in order to putting of that crea» 
ture into that excellent faſhion and 
harmony which now wie behold with 
our eyes: even ſo the new creation, 
to wit, the making of us new: to God, 
is done by the vverſpreading of the 
fame ſpirit alſo. For the ſpirit, as I 
may ſo ſay, ſitteth and broodeth up- 
on the powers of the ſoul, as the hen 
doth on cold eggs, till they wax warm 
and receive life. The ſpirit then warm 
eth us, and bringeth the dead and be- 
nummed ſoul (for ſo 'tis before con- 
verſion) to a godly ſenſe and under- 


. of ſtates, of ſtates both natural 
and 


The man. Eg. _— 


and ſpiritual: and this is the begin- 
ning of the work of the ſpirit by 
which the ſoul is made capable of un- 
. derſtanding what God, and himſelf 1s. 
And this drinking in of the ſpirit, 
is rather” as the ground drinks in rain, 
than as a rational ſoul does throuc a 


ſenſe of the want thereof, 

The ſpirit alſo garniſheth the font 
with ſuch things as are proper for it 
to the making of it live that life that 
ve the word of God is called for. 

It implanteth light, ' repentance, 
faith, 16ve, deſires after God, hope, 
ſincerity, and what elſe i is neceſſary for 

the making the man a faint: theſe 

things I fay, are the fruits and ef- 
fects of this ſpirit, which as a river of 
water of life proceedeth forth of the 
throne of God and of the Lamb.+ 
N 3 Hence 


+ 2- 8 4. 13. Gal. 3. 12. 2 ria. 1. * 


4 
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Hence the ſpirit is called the ſpirit 
of faith, the ſpirit of love, and the 
ſpirit of a ſound mind; for that the 
ſpirit-is the root and original of all theſe 
things by his operations in, and upon 
the face of the ſoul. 1 
But again, as this living water, this 
ſpirit, and the grace thereof, doth 
thus; ſo it alſo maintains theſe things 
once planted in the ſoul, by its con- 
tinual waterings of them in the ſoul. 
Hence he ſaith, I will water it every 
moment. Water IT ; his vineyard | 
the ſoul of the church, the graces of 
the church ; and ſo the ſoul, and graces | 
of er godly man. IS 3 
And becauſe it ſo happeneth, ſome- 
times, that ſome of thoſe things where 
with the Holy Ghoſt has beautified 
the ſoul, may languiſh to a being, if 
not quite dead, yet ready to die; {| 


therefore 
4 Iſa. 27. 1, 2, 3. J Rev. 3. 1, 2, 3» 
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therefore he doth not only eri 
water our ſouls, but renew the face 
thereof, by either quickening to life 
that which remains, or by ſupplying 
of us with that which is new, to our 
godly perſeverance and everlaſting 
life. Thus thou watereſt the earth, 
and watereſt it; hou greatly enrich- 
eſt it with the river of God. * 


For this muſt be remembred, that 


as the herb that is planted, or ſeed 


ſown, needs watering with continual 


ſhowers. of the mountains; ſo our 


graccs implanted in us by the ſpirit of 


grace, muſt alſo. be watered by the 
rain of Heaven. Thou watereſt the 
„ ridges thereof abundantly, thou ſet- 
t teſt the furrow thereof, thou makeſt 
it ſoft with ſhowers, thou bleſſeſt 
* the ſpringing thereof.” + Hence he 
ſays that our graces ſhall grow. But 

how? 


i 


- --. * Pfal. 65. 9. + ver. 10 


92 7 7e Water of Life. 


| bow! 5 will be as the dew unto Iſra- 
vel, he ſhall grow as the lily, and caſt 
forth his roots as Lebanon. Hig 
© branches ſhall ſpread,” and his 
beauty ſhall be as the olive tree, 
* and his ſmell as Lebanon, They 
„that dwell under his ſhadow mall re- 
turn, they ſhall fevive as the corn, 
and grow as the vine, the ſcent 
thereof ſhall be as the wine of Leba- 
* non; J or as he faith; in another 
place; The Lord ſhall guide thee 
© continually,” anc ſatisfy thy foul in 
_** droughts, and make fat thy bones: 
_ * and thou fhalt_ be like a watered 
garden, and like a ing of water 
. © whoſe waters fail not.“ 9 | 
here is befides this, auother ble: | 
ſing that comes to us by this living 
water, and that is the bleſſing of com- 
munion- All the warmth that we 
have in our ene it is the 
: e - warmth 
9 Hol. 14. 5. 6, 7. x Ifa. * 11. ow 31. 12. 
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warmth of the; ſpirit. When a. com- 

pany of ſaints are gathered together in 
the name of Chriſt, to perform any 
ſpiritual” exerciſe, and their ſouls, be 
edified, warmed and made glad there- 
in, it is becauſe. this water, this ri» 
ver of water of life, has in ſome. of the 
ſtreams thereof, ran into that. aſſem- 
bly. Then are Chriſtians like thoſe 
that drink wine in bowls, merry and 
glad; for that they have drank into 
the ſpirit, and had their ſouls refreſhs 
ed with the ſweet. galcs, and. ſtrong 
wine thereof. This is the feaſt that 
Iſaiah ſpeaks of, when he ſaith, in 
© this mountain ſhall the Lord of hoſts 
make unto all people a feaſt of fat 
© things, a feaſt of wines on the lees, 
« of fat things full of marrow, of wines 
on the lees well refined. * This is-cal- 
led in another place, the communion 
« of the Holy Ghoſt.” + Now he war- 
F104 Rs 915 meth 

* Iſa. 25. 5. 2 Cor. 13. 14. 7] 
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meth ſpirits, uniteth ſpirits, enlighten. 
_ EtHiprrits,- Tevives; cheriſheth, quick: 
; efeth; ſtrengtheneth graces; renews 
eſfurances, bringst eld comforts t6 
mind, weakens Juſts, imboldeneth and 
raiſeth a ſpirit of faith, of love, of hope; 
of prayer, and makes the word a blef: 
ſing; eofferepce a bleſſing, meditation 
dleſſing, and duty very delightful to the 
ſoul. Without this water of life, com- 
munion is weak; flat, cold, dead, fruit. 
fs; lifeleſs; there is nothing ſeen, felt; 
heard or enderfiqed 1 in a ſpirituat and 
heart-quickening way. Now ordinances 
are burdenſom, ſins ſtrong, faith weak, 
hearts hard; and the faves of our ſouls 
dry, like the. 154 and mm 
8 ek 
This drink wy revives us, es 
tempted, when ſick, when perſecut- 
ed, when in the dark, and when. we 
faint for thirſt. The life of religion 
is this water of life; where. that runs, 
e where 
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Where that is received. Ju? where 
things are dong. in this ſpirit, there all 
things, are Well; the church. thirſty, 
the, fopl chirſty, graces thirſty, and all 
is well. And this hint I chought con- 0 
venieot to: be given, of this precious 
water of life, that! is with reference to 
the operative quality of it. „ 
I ſhall come in the next place, to 
ſpeak of it, as to the other deſcrip- 
tions which Joha doth givequs of it. 
„ He fays tis, 1. Pure. 2. Clear. 3. 
Clear to a compariſon. And he ſhew- 
* ed me a pure river of water of lite, 
8 { clear as Cry ſtal. „ | 
. Firſt, you, read — that -this wa- 


ter of life is PURE, that is, alone 


without mixture, tor ſo ſometimes that 
word [PURE] is to be underſtood. 
As: where it ſaith pure, pure olive oil; | 

Pug: fr debe pure gold ʒ pure 


blood 


1 Ria 27. 20. chap. zo. 34. chap. 25 1117. 


96 The Water of Liſe. 


blood of the grape, and the like:  ſothen, 
when he ſaith, he the wed me a pure 
© river of water of- life,“ it is as if he 
had ſaid, he ſhewed me a river of wa- 
ter, chat was all living, all lifez and 
that had nothin g. in it but life. There 
was no death, or deadneſs, or flatneſs. 
in it: or as he faith, a little after, 
and there ſhall be no more curſe, 
3 pure river.” There is not ſo much 
as 2 grudge. or a piece of an upbraid- 
ivg ſpeech found therein. There is in 
it nothing but heart, nothing but love, 
nothing but grace, nothing but life. 
* The gifts and calling of God are 
without repentance. * 
Secondly, [Pure] is ſometimes ſet 
jn oppoſition, to ſhew or appearance: 
w where he ſays, * the ſtars are not 
pure, 4 that is, not ſo without mix- 


ture of darkneſs, as they ſeem: to be: 
10 


Rom. 11, + Job 1 Fo 
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ſo again, if thou waſt pure and up- 
Fright,“ that is, as; tha, ſeemett to 
be, or as thou. wouldeſt liave us- 'be- 
: eve thouf art 21 / 18214 
Nowetake (pureyi in this ale here, 
and then the meaning is, tis. es 
without deceit, Without! guile; its 
ſhew, and its ſubſtance is the ſame; 3 it 
has nothing but ſubſtance in it; it 1 
indeed what it ſcenis to be in bulk; 
tis a river in ſhew, and a riyer;indeeg., 
It comes from God and from his throne. 
in appearance, and wages it Ehmes 8 
from his very heart. 1. 2 % 2 
The great fear of che tempted is, 
that there is not ſo much grace in 
Gods. and that he is not ſo free of it, 
as ſome ſcriptures ſeem to import. 
Rut this word PURE, is levelled a- 
gainſt ſuch objections and oftjeRors, - 
for the deſtroying of their doubts, and 


t Job 8. 3 
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ful. Do you count them pure with 
the wicked balances ? n can hat Boy 


| Ence chey zre burtful? 


the relieving of their fouls.: There is 
no fraud, nor guite, nor fable in the 
buſinefs; for the God is pleaſed to 


1 preſent us with his grace; under the 


3 of a rivers" it er to deldde 


fine; ſevall Huſton bert exeded- 


ing riches of his grace, which as far 


for quantity out- trips the biggeſt ri- 


vers as the moſt mighty mountain doth 
the leaſt ants 88>" or Rom in han 


world. 15 
Thirdiy, nie eren (pure) | 


is ſet in oppoſition te that which is 


hurtful and deſtructive. 1 am pure 


from the bloed of all men; f that is, 


I have kurt no body. The wiſdom that 
is from above is firſt pure, tis not hurt 


005 | 
+ Aa. 20. 26. Jam. 3: 17. Mich. 6 1 
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Now take (pure): in this ſeaſe. here, 
” then it intimates that the grace of 
God, and the doctrine of grace, is not a 
kurtful thing. : Je is not as-wine of an 
intoxinating nature, T H a man be 
Glled with it, *twill do him, no harm. 
The beſt of the things that are of this 
world are ſome: way hurtful. Honey 
is hurtful, wine is hurtful, ſilver and 
gold are byrtful; but grace is not 
| burtfol. “ Never did man yet catch 
harm by the enjoyment and fulneſs 
of the grace of God. There is no 
fear of exceſs, or of ſurfeiting here. 
Grace makes no man proud, no man 
wanton, no man haughty, no man 
careleſs, or negligent as to. his. duty 
that is incumbent upon him, either 
__ God or man: no, grace keeps 
| — 8 a 


va 0 Epheſ. * 18. 
« Prov. 25. 16. 1j. Chap. 20. hs U Tian 6. 10. 
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a man Jo in his own eyes, hum- 
ble, ſelf denying,” penitent, watch- 
ful, ſavory in good things, ebaritable; 
and makes him Kindly. affectionated 
to the brethren, "oy ang courteous 
to all Wen. re ji Kal; 
- 2:'Troe;: there are men in the 22386 
N that abuſe the grace of God, as ſome 
are ſaid to. turn it into wantonneſs, 
and into. laſciviouſneſs. f But this is 
not becanſe grace has any ſuch tendancy, 
or for that it worketh:any ſuch effect ; 


but becauſe ſuch men are themſtlves : 
empty of grace, 'andhave.only dane, 


as death and Hell hath done with 
wiſdom, 'c heard the fame thereof with 
their ears. + Tis a dangerous thing 
for a man to have the notions of grace 
while his heart is void of the ſpirit and 
holy principles of grace; for ſuch a 
man gan do no other than” abuſe the 

oe grace 


£ Jud. 4. - + Job. 28 22. 22 2 N 
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grace- of God. Alas, what can be NEE 
pected of him that has nothing in him 
to teach him to manage that know 
ledge of grace which he has, but his 
fleth, his luſts, and luſtful paſſions? 
can theſe teach him to manage his 


| knowledge well? will they not rather 


put him upon all tricks, evaſions, ir- 
religious con ſoquences and conclufions, 
fuch as will ſerve to cheriſh: fin? what 
Judas did with Chriſt, that a graceleſs 
man will do with grace, even make it 


2 ſtalking horſe to his ficfhly and vile 
deſigus; and rather than fail betray” 


both it and the profeſſion of it, to the 
greateſt enemies it has in the world. 

And here I may fay, tho' grace is 
pure, and not hurtful at all; yet one 


altogether carnal; ſinful, and grace- 


lefs, having to do with the doctrine 
of it, by the force of HIS luſts which 
tamper with it, he will unavoidably 


bring himſelf into the higheſt ruins 
5 thereby. 
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thereby. ad unwary man may de- 
ſtroy himſelf by the beſt of things, 
not becauſe there is in ſuch things, an 
aptneſs to deſtroy; but becauſe of the 
abuſe and miſuſe of them. Some 
know the way of Life, * the water of 
Life, by knowledge that is naked and 
ſpeculative only; and it had been bet- 
ter for ſuch if they had not known, 
than to know and turn from what 
they know ; than to know and make 
that knowledge ſubſervient to their 
luſts. Some receive the rain of God, 
and the droppings of his clouds, be- 
cauſe they continually ſit under the 
means of his grace. But alas! they 
receive it as ſtones receive ſhowers, or 
as dunghills receive the rain: they ei- 
ther abide as bard ſtones ſtill, or elſe 
return nothing to Heaven for his mer- 
cy, but as the dung hills do, a com- 
8 — 
* 2 Pet. 2. 20, 215320: 1 if 
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pany of ſtinking fumes. Theſe. are 
they that drink in the rain that - 
comes often upon them, and that 
inſtead of bringing forth herbs meet 
for the drefſer, bring forth briars and 
thorns: and theſe are they who are: 

| nigh unto. curſing, whoſe end i is. to be 
burned: + 'N 
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Fourthly,/ by his watt * L un- i 
derſtand fometimes the chiefeſt good, ; 
the higheſt good. There are many things ä 

that may be called good, but none of 1 
them are good, as grace is good. * Np 
All things indeed are pure, that is, 
all creatures in themſelves are good WM 
and ſerviceable to man, but they are 
not ſo good as grace. There is a gene · 1 
ration that are pure, chat are good in = 
their W] ˙no- eyes. os There are good 3 
men, good conſciences, good works, 9 
1 


good. days, 0 angels, &. but none 

le | 40. 

120 6. 7, 8. ET] hs: 20. Gen. 1. 3% 
9 Pro. 30. 12. a 
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fo: good as grace, for *tis grace that 
has made them ſo. Grace this water 
of life, cherefore is good, ſuper latively 
good, good in the higheſt degree; for 
that it makes all things good: and 
Ppreſerveth them good. And what- 
ever it be that this water of life waſh- 
eth not, *tis evil and given to the 
curſe, as the Prophet intimates where 
he ſaith, but the miry places thereof, 
and the marſhes. thereof, ſhall not be 


* healed, they ſhall be given to falt. 


But who underſtands this, who be- 


1 Bevei it? its, goodneſs 1 is kept cloſe 


from the fowls. of the air. Men, moſt 
men are ignorant of che goodneſs of it, 


nor doe they care to enquire after the 


enjoyment of this pure, this. good wa- 
ter of life. Ihe reaſon is, becauſe 
tho' it is good i in. itſelf, good in the 
— degree, and that which makes 
1 


I Ezek. 405 11. | 
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all things good; yet it is not ſuch æð 
good as is ſuited to a carnal appetite- 
There is good; and there is ſuitable 
good: now ſuitable good is of twWo 
ſorts; either ſuch as is ſpiritual, or 
ſuch as is temporal. That which is 
ſpiritual, is deſired only of them that 
are ſpiritual; for temporal good will 
ſatisfy a carnal mind. Now grace 18 4 
ſpiritual good; this river of grace, is 
the goodneſs of ſpiritual good. Tis 
the original life of all the grace in dur 
ſouls: no mar vel then, if it be ſo lit - 
tle d by thoſe that are carnally: 1 mind». 
ed., Hay will ſerve a horſe and mire 
will ſerve a ſow; ſo things of this life 
fait beſt with the! men of this world, 
for their appetite is groſs and carnal; 
they ſavour not the things that be of 
the ſpirit of God. The natural man 
© receiveth- not things that be of the 
6 ſpirit of God;? . things that be of 


this river of Goc) for they are fool- 
© 1ſhneſs. 
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-+ iſhneſs\ unto him: neither can he 
know them, becauſe they are ſpirits 


< nally diſcerned. . This is the river 
of oyl Which the prophet fpeaks of, 
the river of ſpirit. Were it a river 


of gold and ſilver, there would be odd 


Aching on the banks thereof. But it 


a river © tþat runs like oyl, faith the 
Lord God.“ J This rock pours us 
ent rivers of oyl, freſh. oyl, ſoft ol; 


fweet oyl, the oyl of, joy, the oyl of 
gladneſs, oyl to anoint the head with · 


al, oyl to make the face to ſhine, oyl 
by which thou wilt be made able to 
bonour both God and man in ſome 


good meaſure as become thee. || _ 
might have enlarged upon this 


head, and have ſhewed you, many 
more 3 wherein this term o 


ure) 


1 t Gor. 2; t. J Ezek. 32 14. Job 29. 6. 


Egcle, 9. 8. Plal, 10% 15. Judg. 9. 11. 
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e og ſerve for the better ſet- 
forth of the excellency of this 
water of- life, but 1 ſhall proceed no 
furtker upon this, but will come to 
that Which remains. ET 
Secondly, as this river of. Water of 
life is ſaid to be pure, ſo tis ſaid to 
be (clear? * He ſhewed me a pure ri- 


ver of water of life, clear.“ This 


term has alſo us particular ſignificati- 


on, and therefore ou Wow to be * 


ed, 5 
2 (Clear) is gt in oppoñtion to 


ls therefore ſome are. ſaid to clear 
2s the fun. 


And again, che light ® 
„ ſhan not be clear nor dark.” 4 In 


both theſe places (clear) lis to be taken | 
for light, day-light, ſun- light; for in- 
deed it is never day, nor ſun-ſhine 
wich the ſoul, until the ſtreams of this 
river of life come gliding to our doors, 


. 2 into 
l 10. Zek.. 14. 6. „ 
N 85 
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| Tl our houſes, into our hearts, 
Hence the beginning of converſion 
is called illumination: yea, the com- 
ing of this river of water of life . unto 
us is called the day ſpring from on 
high, thro' the tender mercy .of . our 
God. * Nis alſo. called the dawning 
oP the” day. F And hence again, 
theſe men unto whom this river of wa- 
ter of life comes not, are ſaid to be 
„dark, darkneſs. Ye were ſometimes 
$ darkneſs, but now are ye light in 
£ the Lord.” + Wherefore this water 
is like Jonathan's. honey, it hath 3 
faculty to open the eyes, to make 

them that fit in darkneſs ſee; a a great 
light. The light of the knowledge 
of the glory of God in the face of Jeſus 


Chriſt, 1 0 God WhO commanded the 


* Heb. 10. 32. © Lake” 1. 78. + 2 Pet. I. 19. 
Epheſ. 5. 8. 91 Sam. 14. WR Mal. 4. 16. 
I 2 Cor. 4. 6. | 8 a | 


* 


pu” 


©, 
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+ hight to ſhine out of darkneſs, bath. 
©fſhined in our hearts to give the light” 
(the ſpirit that enlighteneth and givetk 
the light) % the knowledge of the 
glory of God in the face of PR us 
© Chriſt.” This river caſteth beams 
where it goes, like the beams of te 


ſon; it ſhines, it caſts out rays of 


f unto thoſe that drink thereof. | 
The ſtreams of this grace were they | 
that overtook Saul when he Was £0- 5 
ing to Damaſcus, they were the wa 


ters of this flood that compaſſed him 


round about. + And if you will be- 
lieve him, he ſaith this light from 
Heaven Was A great. light, 4 light. a- 
boye the brightneſs of the tun® a light . 
that did by the glory of it, make dark 5 
to him all the things 1 in the world. 

2. Clear] is " eb in oppoſition''* to 
. * chat + 


. * * 
mo 1 4 A » * LY 
EN * a 5 ' by 
F * : «36 532 { /y 
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"N Aas 9. 3. „ chap. 22. 6. chap 26. Ty 
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achat which is not r For to 
i © be clear] is to be pleaſant. « Hence 
e stis faid truly the light 1 is ſweet, and 
© a; pleaſant thing it is for the eyes. to 
4 behold the ſun.” f L read: of rivers 
that looked red as blood; that lan 
e the. blood of a dead man: *, 
but this is no ſuch; river. 1 Tead 
_ of... rivers whoſe: Atreams are, like 
ſtreams of brimfiong, fiery ſtreams, 
flreams of. burning pitch: J. but this. 


zs dong of them. There is a river be- 


ties all theſe, * clear and pleaſant, the 
'© creams. whereof. . Make | lad 
tha city of God. 1 

heſe are the * that the doves 
| love tg fit, by, beczuſe by, eke 
neſß of; theſe, ſtreams, they can . he. 
their pretty ſelves as in a glaſs. O 
/\ Theſe Woche fireaws ar doves 


2 | waſh 


74 381 5 


7 Eccl. 11. 7. * 2 Kings 3. 22, 23. C ** 30. 
1 Dan. J. 75 he es 9. nk * * | 
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waſh their: eyes, and by which they 


ſolace themſelves, and take great con · 


tent. Theſe ſtreams are inſtead (as 


1 ſaid) of a looking; glaſs; their dleart | 


neſs preſents: us with an opportunity 
of ſceing aur own features. As in 


fair waters, 2 man may ſee the body 


of the fun, and of the moon, and 


of the ſtars, and the very body of 
Heaven; ſo he that ſtands upon the 


bank of this river, and that waſheth 
his eyes with this water, may ſee the 


Son of God, the ſtars of God, the 


glory of God, and the habitation that 


God dias prepared for his 2 


And are not theſe pleaſant ſights? 


not this excellent Wen has not this = 


0s 


river pleaſant ſtreams? ? 2h 


3. Clear} is fet in arrest 0 


dirty water and muddineſs. read 


of ſome waters chat are fouled with 
the feet of beaſts, and with the feet of - 


men, yea, and deep waters tod. Yea, 
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5 faith God to ſome; ye have A 
of the deep waters, and hive. fouled 
the reſidue with your feet,“ and a- 

| *-gain, as for my flock they eat that 
Which ye have trodden with your 
0 feet, and they drink that which ye 
- © bave fouled with your feet. J Theſe | 
waters are doctrines contained in the 
text, muddied and dirtied by the 


falſe gloffes and fluttiſh opinions of 
erroneous judgments; ; of which the 


poor ſheep,” have been made to drinks 


And verily this is apparent enough, 


| by the very colour and hue of thoſe 
poor fouls : for tho? the truth of God 


was in them, yet the very ſtain of tra- 
dition and ſuperſtition might be alſo 
ſeen in their ſcales. For as the fiſh of 


the tiver receive, by being there, the 
changeable colours of the waters, ſo 


= 11 0h what . e hear 
3 
1 Exek. 34. a 19. 5 
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aud drink; do lock ke that. If 
their defrines are 'wuddy their höoti- 
| öns are muddy f their dodrines are 
bloody; Ii” HotiGns | and de 


art bloody : but if "their do&fi ines Are 


eleat, fo ark their notions; for thiir 


doctkine had Eiven them a clear ut un- 7: 


| terflanding of thikgs > 06 

Now here we 490 4 rivet of water, 
of life, that is clear; clear without dirt, 
ald aa.” Clear without the Addi 


inventions and muddy conceptions of 


unfanctifled, and OI Judg- 


ments; "pa; here you have a river E 
| the ſtreams whereof lie open to all R E 


the church, ſo thar they need not 
| thoſe inſtrüments of conveyance that 


ars foul,. and that vie to make Water 


fink, if they rechive lit to bring i to 
heat har bean . 
1. By [clearF we? ſorifetimes under; 


ſtand Fade or that a thing has 


itlelf, or is pürged from thoſe 
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ſoils, and imputations of evil where- 
wh ſometimes they have been charg- 
(Then ſhalt top be clear fron 
c . thy oath, or how ſhall we Clear 
© ourſelves.”) | Something of this ſenſe 
may be in. the text, for if men are 
not afraid to charge God with folly, 
which is intimated by (that thou 
© mighteſt be clear when thou art judg- 
© ed,” 5 6 will. they, think you, be a- 
raid to impute evil to his ward, and 
grace, and ſpirit? no verily ; they are 
Ef enough at this work. Nay, 
more than this, even from the found- 
"ation of the world, men have caſt 
Alanders upon, and. imputed baſe 
things unto the blefled grice- of the. 
goſpel. But not to look ſo far back, 
Faul Was one of the pipes through 
which God conveyed this grace to the 
* and what. was he een for. 
his 
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his ſo . doing, but 2 peſtzlent fellow 
and a mover of. ſedition throughoue 
biba whole. world 2 / .. 5 

But behold no imputation can fiick 
on the grace, of God, not ſtick long, 
for that, like honey, will purge itſelf 
of what filth is put into it, and of all 
bad imputations of evil men. Springs 
and rivers are of a ſelf purging quali- 
. ty: now here we have to do with a 
river, A river of water of life: but a river 
more ſlandered then ever did Naaman 
the Syrian {lander the waters of Iſrael, 
in preferring thoſe of Abana, and 
Pharpar rivers of Damaſcus beyond 
them. 4. But behold, now at laſt, 
when all the world have done what 
they can, and have cad what reproach- 
es and Landers upon it they are able, 
tis 2 river pure and clear. It has 

paged. itſelf before Kings, i it rere 
neee aut. 21713. | 


I 


— 0 Ne Watrrof Lift. 


ed itfelf before prinees and judges, - and 
alf the Naamans i in the world: tis 
ſtill a river, a river of water of life, 4 4 
river of water of life, clear. 

85 8 By. [tear] we ſometimes under 1 
1 purity manifeſf, or indcency | 
aid goodneſs made Known.” (in afl 
Bs things you have approved: yourſelvts | 
to be clear in this matter“) * That 
is, you have made it aßpeär, and tad 
upon your Juktification, and ars Wilk. 
ing to be fearched aud Foitaded'! to the 
bottoni by thofe thit' hive à dtſire to 
a under-take that work. "$6 this river 
of water of Hfe in the fountain; ad 
in the Krekths - therebf, offer then, 
Relves o the epofideration and cofi-. 
ſeience of all mei. To this as, 
| how often th God, the head of ith. 
river, and he out of whoſe throne. iy. 


"JE, call upon men to ellallenge 
him 


* * PA , 1 y- ; * FA * 12 P 
FS * 2 Cor. * þ . 
* 4 þ 3 2 5 
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YO” heb”! 
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bim if PO can, with any evil or miſe ; 


doing towards them, either by * pre- 

* ſence or doctrine; hence he ſays? © | 
* put me in remembrance, let us plead 
together, declare thou (if thou canſt) 
* that thou mayeſt be Jaſtified 1 (and 1 
condemned.) © So again, what ini- 
© quity have your fathers found in 

* me, that they are gone far from me, 
and have walked after vanity, and 


are Wcome vain.? $ So Chriſt,* which 


of you convinteth me of fin. And 

it! have ſpok<- evil, bear witneſs of | 
6 the evil.“ 80 Paul, we have. re» 
* nounced the hidden thiags of diſ- 
* honeſty, not walking in craftineſs, 
* not handliag the word of God 
decitfullyj; but by mauifeſlation 


« of the truth; commending ourſelves 
*to. every man's conſcience in the 
8 * of God. 1. All. theſe ſentences 


. are y 
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are chiefly to be applied to do@trine, 
and ſo are, as it were, aun offer to 
any, if they can, to find a ſpeck or a 
h pot, or 2 Wrinkle, or any 5 thing | 
1 in this tiver of water of life,” 
ZSome men fly from ity as Seda 2 
| bear; and ſome are afriid to drink of 
it for fear it ſhould” be poiſon unto 
them. Sonic again, dure not take it, 
cauſe tis not mitte,, "and as they; 
poor ſouls, imagine, qualifiess and 
made toothſome” by þ lirtle of that £ 
_ Which is called the wiſdom of this 
World. Thus one ſhucks, znother 
| ſhrinks, and another will none of 
God. Mean while, who ſo ſhall pleaſe L 
to look into this river, ſhall find it 
Bar mleſs and clear. Nea, offering it 
felf to the conſciences of all men to 
make trial, if it be not the only chief 
good, the only neceſſary waters, the 
only profitable for the health of the 
ou, ot all the ching that are in the 


world, Y 


wa» 


} 
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world, and as clear o winken .5 
the ſun of ſpots. 2 +» 3 
Thirdly, As John ſaw this river f 


pure and clear, ſo he ſaw it clear to a 
compariſon. ; Clear, to the beſt; of com- 
pariſons, clear as cryſtal. Cryſtal i is a 


very clear; ſtone, as; clear as the clear- 
eſt. glaſs, if not clearer ; one may; ſee 
far into it, yea thorough it, tis with ⸗ 
out thoſe ſpots, and ſtreaks, and 
ſmirches that are in other precious 


ſtones. Wherefoge 9 92 he faith, 
| that this river is clear as cryſtal: it is 


as if God Should ſay; Look. fingers, . 


lock ta the battom of theſe my cryſtal 


ſtreams. I bave heard of ſome, ſeas, 


that are fo, pure and clear, that a man 


may ſee. to the bottom tho' they max 


be forty foot deep. 1 know this Ri- 
ver of water of life, is a deep river: 2 


but tho it is {aid to be deep. it is not 
ſaid we can ſee no bottom. Indeed 


as to the ene it, it is ſaid to be 
uch 
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ſuch as has: it cannot be paſſed over, 
but 1 ſay, it is no where ſaid that we 
cannot ſee to the bottom: nay the 
: compariſon implies, that a man with | 
good eyes may, ſee to the bottom. 
Tis clear; as clear as cryſtal. So then 
we will a little look down to the bot- 
tom, and ſee thorough theſe cryſtal 
| fireams, what's at the bottom of all. 
Pirſt, then, the bottom of all is, 
© that we might be ſaved.” +» Theſe 
things 1 ſay, ſaith Chriſt, that you, 
— might be ſaved;' and again, I am 
come that ye might have life, and 
© that you might have it more abun- 
* dantly. * C| This is the bottom of 
this great river of water of life, and 
of its proceeding from the throne of 
God and of the Lamb: it is that we 
might be ſaved: it is that we mint 
live. 1 A ous bottom is here! 
525 | what. 


C Jok. 5. 34. chaps 10. 10 


of the ſpirit, and word thereof, is that 
ve might be ſaved, — „ 


very good bottom. 
Sccondly, as the bottom of alb is, 


may be ſaved by grace, and this is. the 
bottom | ſounder” and ſounder. a Our 


. might have been laid on ee 


have been juſt, or he might have left 


there, and ſo had made büt a a. muddy 
bottom to have gone upon to life. 
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ben a ſound bottom is here! But few 
deep rivers have. a good bottom. 
Mud is at the bottom of moſt waters 


in the world, even the ſea itſelf when 


it worketh, caſts up mire and dirt, 
and ſo do the hearts of ſinners: but 
the bottom of this grace of God, and 


that we may be faved; ſo that We 
ſalvation might have been laid. 3 a 
more difficult bottom than this. 

God might have laid it there, and 
us to have laid it where we : would, 


and then to be ſure we had laid it 


L. But ä 
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But now, this: river of water of Gf, it 
has a better bottom; (the water of life, 


is as cleaf as: cryſtal, look down to the 


bottom and dee) we are juſtiſied freely 
by his grace f By grace are ye, ſa · 


ved; there is the bottom. Now 


grace, as I have ſhewed you, is a firm 


4 bottom to ſtand on, tis of grace that 


* 


lite might be ſure. Surely David was 
not here, or ſurely this was not the fri · 
ver that he ſpake of, when he ſaid, 
1 1 fink:in deep waters where there is 
* no ſtanding, I am come into deep 
waters where thes floods over flow 
me deliver me out of the mire, ard 


let me not, fink? + I ſay; to be ſure. 


this. could not be the river: no, David 
had now. firaggled out of the way, and 
was. tumbled: into, ſome. pit, ot into 


ſome muddy and ITN Hoe _ 28 
Cw M4 ts | | | | 
I - 4 is 2 * * 11 To; 15 3 $3.53 47 8 
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"7 Row. 3. 24. Toter 2. 5 B. #8 Roth, 4. 16. ; 
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for this river, it  hass a good bottom: 
a bottom of ſalvation by grice, and a 
man needs: not cry out when he is 
here, that he ſinks, or that he is in 
einger of Young” drowned i in mud or 
mire. BS: 
Thirdly, the bottom of all is, as 1 | 
ſaid, that we might be ſaved by grace, 


and 1 will add, „5 through the” re.. 


ü. demption that is in 'Chrift.” This 
is ſtill better and better. We real 
that when Iſrael came over Jordan, the 

feet of the prieſts that did Bear the ark, 
ſtood on firm ground in the bottoar, 
and that they fet up great ſtones for 
A memorial thereof, + But had Jordan 
ſo good a bottom, as has this moſt 
bleſled river of water of life, or were 
the ſtones chat Iſrael took out thence, 
1 this tried Rite, this fure foundati- © 


F fofh. 2. 17. chip. 3. 1 2 35 
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on? * 0 che throne ! this river comes 
out of the throne, and we. are ſaved 
by grace through the redemptio that! is 
in him. Wercad that there 1 is a city 
that has foundations, grace is one, 
Chriſt another, and the truth of all the 
_ prophets _ and the apoſtles, as to their 
true doctrine, another, &c. and again, 
all theſe are the very bottom of this 
goodly river of the water of life. 
PFourthly, there is another thing 
to be ſeen at the bottom of this holy 
river, and that is, the glory of God; 
we are faved, faved by grace, od” 
N by grace through the redemption that 
is in-Chriſt, to the praiſe and glory of 
' God. And what a good bottom is 
here. Grace will not fail, Chriſt bas 
been ſufficicatly tried, and God will 
not loſe his glory ; therefore they that 


| © griok of this river {hall doubtleſs: be - 
ſaved, 


: 4 * Th. 28.16. i «+ Heb. 1 1 I. 10. L rler 2. 19. 20. 
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1 I the whole. 
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ſived, to wit, they chat drink of it, 
with a ſpiritual appetite to it: and thus 


much for the explication of the text. 
Ino . come to make ſome uſe of 


$0 44404 * 


You know our diſcourſe has been 


at this time of the water of. life, of E | 


its quantity, head · priug and quality: 
and I have ſhewed you that its nature 
is excellent, its quintity abundant, its 
head-ſpring peer aud its quality 
ſingukarly g R 
Firſt, Fer this then itt the "wy place, 
be a provocation to us to be more free 
in making uſe of this Water. There 
. are many now a-days, that are for in- 
venting of waters, to- drink for the 
health of the body; and to allure thoſe 
that are ill, to buy, they will praiſe 
their waters beyond their worth. Lea, 
and if they be helpful to one perſon i in 
a hundred, they make as if they could 
cure every one. Well here you have 
| TL, L 3 1 the 
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the great phyſician himfelf with his 


Water, and he calls it the water of life, : 


water of life for the ſoul; this water is 
| probatum eſt. It has been proved times 
without number: it never fails, but 


where *tis- not taken. No diſeaſe 


comes amiſs to it, it cures blindneſs, 
- « deadnels, deafneſs,” dumbneſs. It 
makes the lips of them that are a- 
< {ſleep to ſpeak ? * This is the right 
hol water (all other i is counterfeit) i * 
will drive away devils and ſpirits, 
*cwill cure inchantments, and witch- 
crafts, it will heal the mad and lu- 
natick: it will cure the moſt deſperate 
melancholy, it will diſſolve doubts, 
and miſtruſts, though they are grown 


as hard as ſtone in the heart: I It 


will make you ſpeak well, at will 
| : | Make | 


, „Ads 26. 18. Ila. 5 5. 4. 5 1 9. 
J Gal. 3: 1, 2, 3. Mar. 16. 17, 18. Exek. mw 26. 
. 3 Ezek. 18 4; 
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make you have a white ſoul, and that 
is better than to have a white ſkin. 
It will make you: taſte: well, it will 
make you diſreliſh all hurtful meats; 
it will beget in you 2 good appetite to | 
that which is good; f *twill remove 
obſtructions in the ſtomach and liver: 
it will cauſe that what you receive of 
God's bread, ſhall turn to nouriſhment. 
and make good blood. In a word, it 
preſerveth life: they that take this wa- 
ter ſhall live longer than did old Me- 
thuſalem; and * * I a great 
while. ||. „„ * 
. N let me continue my 
exbortation to you, be more free in 
making uſe of this water, + Tis 
the wholeſomeſt water in the world, «1:8 
| You may take it; you may take it at 
the rs ſixth, ninth, or eleventh 1 
| hour, 


* Iſa. 5e 22. 1.6m 3 27- tl Math. 20 3:4 
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hour, but to take it in the morning 
of your age is beſt, f for then diſeaſes 
have not got ſo great a head as when 
they are of long continuance: con- 
= ſequently they will be removed with 
far more eaſe: beſides, thoſe that thus 
do, will receive endleſs life and the 
ns of it betimes ; and that you 

know. is a double life to one. Eh; 
Tbis water, gently purges; and 
yet more effectually than any bets. 
True, where bad humours are more 


Il N 1] tough and churliſh, it wit ſhe w itſelf 


ſtronger of operation, for there is no 

diſeaſe can be too hard for it. It will, 
as we. fax, throw the houſe out of 
the windows,” but will rid us of 
the plague of thofe moſt deadly in- 
fections that otherwiſe will be ſure 
to make fleep in death, and bring us 
with the muten down to hell. But 
. IN „ 


8 11.1. 2 3s Wa | 


7 


De Water oy” Life. - ry 129 


"twill do us no hurt, it only breaks 
our ſleep in ſecurity, and brings us to 
2 more. quick apprehenſion of the 
plague of our heart and fleſh. It will, 


as I ſaid before, provoke to appetite, . £ | 


but make us only long after that 


which is wholeſome, If any aſk why 8 


I thus allegorize, I anſwer, the W 
doth lead me to it.) ; 
Secondly, I adviſe therefore it ia the 
next place that thou get thee a dwel- 
ling place by. theſe waters, the beloved 
of the Lord ſhall dwell in ſafety by 
him, and the Lord ſhall cover him 
© all tlie day long.” * If thou aſk, 
where that dwelling is? I anſwer, in 
the city of God, i, and among the 
tabernacles of the moſt high. This ri- 
ver comes from the throne, to water 
the city of God; and to that end it is 
ſaid * to run in the midſt of the ſtreet 

dot 


. Deut. 32) 14 
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of it.“ f If ye will enquire, return, 

come. The ſecd. alfo of his ſorvants . 

| hall inherit it, * and they that love 

© his name ſhall dwell therein.“ 8 Get 

| thee a dwelling in Jeruſalem, in the 

midſt of Jerufalem, aud en, thou 

wilt be ſeated by this river, 

In old times the ancients bad their 

| haabitations by the rivers; yen we 

| read of Aroer that food upon the 
drink of the river Arnon. & Balaam 
alſo bad his dwelling in his city Pe- 

thor, by the river of the land of the 

children of his people.“ Oh, by a ri- 


Vor ſide is the plealanteſt dwelhng in 
_ «the world, and of all rivers, the river 
of the water of life is the beſt,” * They 
|, that dwell there, ſhall not hunger 


l © nor thirſt, ottber ſkall the heat or | 
. ſun ſmite N for he that hath 
J ” 43/77 meer 
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| 5 mercy. on them ſhall lead. thew, even | 


by the ſprings of water ſhall he 


2 guide them.“ * Trees planted; by 


the rivers, and chat ſpread out their, 
roots, they bring forth; their fruit. in 
their ſeaſon. And the promiſe is that, 
men that take up their dwellings hy, 
this river of water of life, ſhall be 
fruitful as ſuch trees. 

If thou; be” tra. chriflian, thou haſt | 


more than ant ordidary call, and oc- 


cafion to abide by theſe waters, thy, 
things, will not grow but by theſe wa- 


ters. Weeds, and the excellencies. of. 


moſt men, we may find in the barren, | 
wilderneſs; they grow under every 


hedge; but thine are garden, and ſo 
choice things, and will not thrive: 
without much water of God's river: 
dell therefore-here that thy ſoul may 85 


be as a * garden. . And when) 
thou 


* Iſa 49. 0. Pal. 1. 3, Jer. 27 8. I; Jer. 31. 
12. — 21. 1, 25 . 6 | 
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thou ſeeſt how thoſe that are kinks | 
die, make proviſion at Tunbridge, 

Epſom, the Bath and other places, and 
what houſes they get that they may 
Have their dwellings by thoſe waters, 
then. do thou conſider of thy ſpiritual | 
difeaſe, and how nothing can cure 
| thee but this bleſſed water of life: be 
alſo much of deſires to have a dwelling 

place in Je: uſalem that thou mayeſt 
always be nigh to theſe waters. Be 
often alſo in water ing thy plants with 
theſe waters. I mean, the bleſſed 
graces. of God-in thy ſoul, -then ſhalt 
| thou grow and retain thy greennels, 
and prove thyſelf to be a diſciple in- 


.._ deed. And herein is God, and thy 


Father glorified, nn thou bear much 


fruit.“ | 
- Thirdly, my third: word i is, bleſs 


God for providing for man ſuch wa- 
ter $ 
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ters. Theſe only can make us live; 
all others come out of the dead ſea, 
and do kill: there is no living water 
but this. I fay, ſhew thy aceeptation : 
of it with thankſgiving; if we are not 
to receive our bread and cheeſe, but 
with thankſgiving, f how ſhould we 
bleſs God for this unſpeakable gift. 
This is ſoul life, life again fin; affe 
from ſin; life againſt the curſe, Tife 
beyond hell, beyond deſert; beyond 
thought, beyond deſires. Life-ithat's 
pleaſing ; life, that's profitable; fe 
everlaſting: * Oh my brethren 1: Bless 5 
God! who doth geo, and gives us 
ſach rain; filling our hearts with food 
and gladneſs. When Moſes would 
take the heart of Iſrael, and took 
in hand to raiſe up their ſpirits to 
thankfulneſs, he uſed to tell them 
that the land that they were to go to, 

LS ES M "LM Was 
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was: a land that God cared for, and 
that was watered with the dew of Hea · 
ven. Lea, a land of brooks of Water, 
_ 4 of fountains and deeps that ſpring 
* out. of the valleys and hills; a land 
5, that flowed with milk and honey, 
© which is the glory of all lands.” J But 
yet in his deſcription he makes no 
mantion of 2 river of water of life: 2 
river the ſtreams. whereof yu Slad 0 
dhe city of:God.. 
his river is, the tuning out of 
Gad's. heart, the: letting gut his very 
wels, for. God is the living God. 
Ibis, is his, heart and foul... Vea, I 
will rejoice over them to do them 
580d, and I will plant them, in this 
Hand aſſuredly, with my, whole heart. 
and with my whole ſoul.” 5 Iſay, if | 
cer Gods 1 and Soul, appeared, . 
me wed | 


Deut. 8. 6, 75 8. Exod. 3. 8. chap. 13, 15- | 
Lev. 20. 24. Numb. 14. 8. .$ ak 22, 43 © | 
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ſhewed itſelf in giving this water of 
life: and;;the throge | from; whence it 


proceeds} Wherefate all the reaſon of 


the world that in the reception oft. thy 


heart and ſoul ſhoul run out and: flow 3 


after him in thankſgiving. See how 


David words fit. ĩanthe hundred and 
third. -pſalm;; all an _ verſes) 7 


and do lilsewiſea: niit: 17 Land” 


Fourthly, by ee chat, are 
given of this wates of life; thou art 


a doctrine, am on comes to thitre 


ears, whether it is right good, and 
vholeſom, er how: This river is pure, | 


is clear, is pure and clear as cryſtal. 


Is the doctrine offered unto then ſo? ori 


is it muddy and mixed! with. the doc- 
trines of. men? look man ani. ſoeuf the 


foot of the worſhippera of Belt ber 


not chere; and if the waters zhe nh 
fouled thereby. What water is fouled! 
1s not the water of life, or. at leaſt 
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not the water of fe 3 in its clearneſs. 


W berefore if thou ſindeſt it not right, 
go up higher to the ſpring hend, for 


always" the nearer to the ſpring, the 
moreb pure and clear is the wäter. 


Fetch then thy doctrine from afar; 
if thou canſt not have itlgood nearer 
hand. Thy life lies at ſtake, the 
counterfeit of things is dangerous, e. 


ver ye cody that is aware, is afraid 
thereof. Now ea counterfeit here is 
moſt dangerous, is moſt deſtructive, 
whierefore: take heed how you hear 
what yow hear; for, as I ſaid before of 


the:fiſh; by your icolour twill be feet 


what: waters you ſwim ia; erf 


: look you well to youlſelves;: ir 55 - 


Fiftkly, doth this water of life run 


like airvvert like a broad, full, and deep 
riverd chen let noi man, be bis tranſ- 


ge never 225 W * At all; 
PPS? 21 nr; ER F<. 7 59 * r 
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but 8 is enough to ſave his. ſoul, 
and to ſpare. Nothing has been more 
common to many, than to doubt of 
the grace of God; a thing the moſt - 
unbecoming a Garter of any ching in 
the world. To break the law; is a 
fact foul enough; but to queſtion, the 
ſufficiency of the: grace of God to ſave 
therefrom, is. worſe. than ſin, if worſe 
can be. Wherefore, deſpairing ſoul, 
for *tis to thee I ſpeak, forbear thy 
miſtruſts, caſt off thy flavifh fears, 
hang thy miſgivings as to this upon 
the hedge ; and believe, thou halt an- 
invitation ſuſicient thereto, a. river is 


before thy face. And as for thy want 


| 
| 
\ 
| 
| 
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of goodneſs and works; let that by no 


means daunt thee, this is a river of 
water of life ; ſtreams of grace and 
mercy. There is as [I ſaid enough 


therein to help thee, for grace brings 


all, that is wanting to the ſoul, Thou 
therefore haſt nothing to do, I mean 
| 1 a8 
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as to the curing of thy ſoul of its 
doubts and fears, and deſpairing 
ann, 1 to _ und n 
ever, * 

7 Sixthly, but A is all this: to the 
dead World? to them that love to be 
dead 2 they toſs their vanities about 
as the boys toſs their ſhittle-cocks in 
the air;: till their foot flips, and them- 
elves ny into * 9 STIL 
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